    Киреева Т.В. учитель английского языка, 2я СПб гимназия

Часть 2.  Дебаты и дискуссии                             Debates and Discussions

              

   3.  «He, who knows no foreign language , does not know his own one»   
              ( the German poet Goethe)                                                                   Time:45minutes
Topic:  International Languages.

Level: Intermediate

Aim: To train students in expressing a coherent point of view; to provide a framework for an 

          improvised discussion.

Language: Language of discussion, vocabulary- Education. 

Organisation: Group work ( the class is divided into 3-4 working groups of 4-5 students)

Preparations:
· a poster:

                      English Around the World

· About 400 million people speak English as their first or native language .
· 300 million use English as a second or official language in over 60 countries.
· About 80% of all information on the world’s computers is in English.
· 75% of the world’s letters and faxes are in English.
· 60% of all international telephone calls are made in English.
· More than 60% of all scientific journals are written in English.
· It is the official language of the UN, UNESCO, international aviation, business, 
     sport, shipping, mail, science, international organisations. It is also the major

                   language of diplomacy.

· Help-cards

 HELP!    1.              * to travel abroad          * to please your parents  
 

* to get a good job                                                                             * to work on the computer

* to read English books                                                                     * to play computer games

* to see  English video films                                                             

                            * to pass an examination                 * to speak to foreign visitors

 HELP!    2.         Some facts about English ( from Speak Out  “Crazy English”)

· Modern English has the largest vocabulary in the world- more than 600,000 words. There are about 60,000 words in common use.. The  average vocabulary of a native speaker is 5,000 words.
· After English and Chinese, the next commonly spoken language is Spanish.
· Today , English is represented in every continent and in the three main oceans- the Atlantic, the Indian and the Pacific.
· There are words from 120 languages in its vocabulary, including Arabic, French, German, Greek, Italian, Russian, and Spanish. Russian words in English: balalaika, bistro, bliny, cosmonaut, dacha, intelligentsia, taiga,  perestroika, tsar, pogrom, rouble, samovar, duma, sputnik, troika, vodka.
· About 450-500 words are added to the English vocabulary every year.
· The most frequently used word in conversation is I.
· The most overworked word in English is the word set . It has 126 verbal uses and 58 noun uses.
· The newest letters added to the English alphabet are ‘j’ and ‘v’, which are of post- Shakespearean use.
· The largest English-language dictionary is the 20-volume Oxford English Dictionary, with 21,728 pages.
· The commonest English name is Smith. There are about 800,000 people called Smith in England and  Wales, and about 1,700, 000 in the USA.
· Exercises 1, 2,3,4
· Role cards (for role-play)

                                                  Plan-script
1.  T: In Russia , the last few years have seen increasing interest in learning foreign languages.

Every cultural man has to know a foreign language. We learn foreign languages at       schools, universities , we do English courses. Foreign languages expand our knowledge about other countries, people and  their traditions. We communicate with other people in  festivals, forums and meetings. When we learn a foreign  language, we  enrich our native language. 

· The great German poet Goethe said, «He , who knows no foreign language , does not know his  own». What do you think about it?

T: Today English  is the language of the world. The population of Britain is only 60 million. But over 800 million people speak English throughout the world. It is the language of progressive science and technology, trade and cultural relations, commerce and business. 

· Why has English become so widely spread?

·  Say if your knowledge of history, geography and other subjects increased since you 
             began    learning foreign languages.      

· Why is it important to speak English? Why do people learn foreign languages?

2.  T: There are many different reasons why people learn foreign languages. Here are some of    them:

· to travel abroad
· to get a good job
· to have something to do in your spare time
· to be better educated
· to be familiar with social and cultural life in other countries
· to be able to participate in conversations with people from English-speaking countries
            Name some other reasons and say  which of them you consider more/less important for 

            studying foreign languages. 

· Tell us about your reasons for learning  English thoroughly.

 Exercise 1.   Rate these statements according to how far you agree with each of them. Give your reasons.

1)  Some people learn languages because they need them in their work. 

     ( What kinds of jobs need excellent, good or satisfactory  command of English?

2)  Some people learn foreign languages because they travel abroad.

     ( Why do you need foreign languages while you’re travelling?

3)  For some people studying languages is a hobby.

     ( Have you ever met such people?

4)  We learn English because the number of English speakers may soon exceed the number of native speakers.

    ( Do you think there will be an increase in the quantity of English spoken in our     

        country in  the next few years? Why? Can you  see of any reasons for this?

5)  We learn foreign languages because they are needed as the main and the most efficient means of information exchange of the people on our planet. (Russia is integrating into the world community and the problem of learning English for the purpose of communication is especially urgent today).

3.  T: Learning foreign languages is not an easy thing. It is a long and slow process that takes a lot of time and patience. There is no universal or ideal methods of learning languages. Everybody has his own way

· Is it possible to learn English without a teacher?

· Do you think that English is an obligatory part of your education? Why/ why not?

· Are the requirements for the language norm high, or are they being lowered 
      nowadays? 

· Say how a  foreign language can be used not only in class, but in our life.  How much    
      English do you see in Russia? Does it help you in everyday life? How? Give some 
     examples.   

4. T:  Perhaps some of you are learning another foreign language at school. 

· Why did you choose to learn a second foreign language? 

· Which language do you think is  easier,  less irregular in spelling, pronunciation, 
      grammar, etc. - English or your second foreign language? Give your reasons.
Exercise 2 : Read the statements below and say if you agree or disagree. Give your reasons.

· You can’t learn a language without living in the country where it is spoken.
· Learning Latin or Ancient Greek is a waste of time.
· You never stop learning a language.
· Some languages are more difficult than others.
· It’s hard to learn a foreign language in our school.
T: Sometimes newspapers write about people who know many foreign languages (they are 

               called polyglots). 

· Say if it is useful or not, if it is good or bad for your health? 

· What do you think about the ways these people learn foreign languages? Do you 
      believe in hypnopedia ( hypnopedia -to teach foreign languages with the help of 
      hypnosis)?

5.    T:  If students want to  speak a language, they must have  a lot of practice in speaking. 

· Say how you can practise,  master your foreign language.

T:  A lot of students can practice their English only at their lessons. 

Exercise 3.  Say which of these classroom activities you like doing and which of them help you    know foreign languages perfectly well. Give your reasons.
· listening to the cassettes / listening to songs / listening to stories

· working in groups ( debates, discussions, press-conferences,  role-play, drama.....)

· speaking to your partner ( pair-work)

· reading and discussing texts

· writing letters, compositions.....

· doing grammar and vocabulary exercises

· doing tests

6.  T: In many countries children start learning foreign languages when they go to  school, but I 

          think    children can start learning foreign languages much younger. 

· What do you think about it? Give your reasons.

Exercise 4.  Read the fact-file and say how language teaching in Russian schools compares          with  that in British schools.

1)  Most British schoolchildren begin studying a foreign language when they enter secondary school at the age of 11.

2)  All British schoolchildren must learn one modern foreign language between the ages of 11 and 16.
3)  In the GCSE exam which students take at the age of 16, candidates are expected to be able to speak and write in a manner which would be understood by a native speaker, on  a range of topics. 
4)  The most popular foreign languages is French, although German, Spanish and Italian are also studied .
5)  There are shortage of teachers in all languages.
7.  T: What does it mean to know a foreign language? It is not easy to answer this question. Americans think that you know English  if native speakers understand you. And nobody cares for your mistakes. 

· What are your views on language learning? 

· Read these statements and say if you agree or   disagree with them. Give your reasons.

1)  the most important thing in learning a language is grammar

2)  students should be taught to communicate, it’s the main goal

3)  you need a large vocabulary to communicate

4)  never use anything other than English in the classroom

5)  children learn  a foreign language more easily than adults

6)  women are better teachers of language than men

7)  students learn a lot of mistakes from each other

8)  speaking is the most important of the skills ( listening, reading, writing)

9)  anybody who speaks good English can teach English well

10)  fluency is more important than accuracy
8.  Give a 1-minute talk on the problem:
How do you learn languages? 
What problems in language learning do you have? 

9.  Role-play.  ( The groups  are given role-cards with different situations) .They are asked to role-play each of the situation before the class.

      Student 1. You want to be  a student at the...... institute for one month in July or August. You    want to stay with the British family. Telephone the secretary and ask about the cost of   courses  , the starting dates of courses and where you can stay.

      Student 2. You are the secretary at the..... institute. A student/ students want(s) to study at the  institute and telephones you. Read the information and answer his/her/their questions.
     
          Summer course dates: July 3rd- July 30th;     July 31st-August 27th;     August 28th-September 24th 
         Course fees: ( 1,200 per four-week course (includes accommodation, all meals and the social 

                                       programme)

        Accommodation: Available with a British family or at the institute.

           Sports: Tennis, football, swimming, aerobics.

       Start like this: 

A: Hello, ........institute. Can I help you?

B: Hello. I’d like to do a course at the........institute. Can you give me some information?

........................................................................................................................................


                                                                                                                  Time: 45 minutes
Topic : Education
Level: Intermediate/ Upper-intermediate
Aim: To train students in expressing a coherent point of view; to provide a framework for an
improvised discussion.
Language: Language of discussion, vocabulary- school life
Organisation: Group work (the class is divided into 3 working groups of 4-5 students) 

Preparations:
•  cards with problem situations 

Situation No 1.
Speak about the importance of being a well-educated person. Do you think good education should prepare you for life in general or for a particular job? Give your reasons. 

Situation No 2.
Some people say that school is your second home. Prove your point of view. Do you think that school is the right place for all children to learn? Tell us about interesting events of your school life. Tell us about the most remarkable day of your school life. 

Situation No 3.

In Russia , the last few years have seen increasing interest in learning foreign languages. What are the reasons for learning foreign languages ? 

•  tables (overhead projector)

Table 1:
	Results:
very satisfied 62%
fairy satisfied 29%
fairy dissatisfied 9%
	Reasons:
•  interesting lessons.
•  highly qualified and widely experienced
teachers,
•  modern teaching techniques and aids are
employed.
•  different methods and activities are used,
•  friendly and informal atmosphere


Table 2.
	Teachers
Students
Parents
Heads of English
	Yes
38%
47%
46%
22%
	No
27%
29%
24%
67%
	Don't know
35%
24%
30%
11%


Table 3.
	Teachers
Students
Parents
Heads of English
	Yes
61%
22%
24%
67%
	No
8%
21%
12%
0%
	Don't know
31%
56%
64%
33%


Table 4 : Importance of English for successful career.

	Necessary
Desirable
not required
	English-speaking
41%
53%
6%
	Russians
81%
19%
-
	others
71%
29%
-


Table 5: The role of English- the view of students and parents.

	Absolutely necessary
Desirable
not required
	Schoolchildren
59%
40%
1%
	Parents
72%
27%
1%
	university students
82%
15%
3%


(  tape-recorded interview (the Head of English of our school )
( role-play cards
( posters: ( decorating the classroom)

1.  A child miseducated is a child lost. (John F. Kennedy, 35th US President)
2. Only the educated are free. ( Epictetus , l-2c. Greek philosopher)
3. Our progress as a nation can be no swifter than a progress in education. (John F. Kennedy)
4  Education has for its object the formation of character. (Spencer, 1820-1903, English phi  - 

     losopher)
5. It's never too late to learn. (Syrus, 42c. ВС)
6. A man is never too old to learn. (Thomas Middleton, 1570-1627, English dramatist)
7. The fate of empires depends on the education of youth. (Aristotle, 384-322c. ВС, Greek philosopher)
8  Education does not mean teaching people to know what they do not know, it means teaching them to behave as they do not behave. (John Ruskin)
9. Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance. (Will Durant)
10. Men learn while they teach, (words of wisdom) 

•  Help-cards ( for each working group)
 HELP! 1.         Useful Vocabulary

1.  In my opinion, the most important thing is………….

2.  Another important thing that should be mentioned is that……

3.  It is not a bad thing to have……./ to do………

4.  The idea is to find out…….

5.  It is possible to find both positive and negative aspects in …..

6.  I have also changed my views on……

7.  The greatest achievement consists of…

8.  I can say from my experience that it’s not…. that worried me. It was ….

9.  As a result I wasn’t given basic knowledge in these subjects that I needed for my school leaving

           exam.

 HELP!    2.           

 HELP!   3.            Taking Exams


Plan-script

1. Welcoming speech from the President of the Conference (P):
Ladies and Gentlemen,
May I welcome you as participants of our conference «Education for a Happier Life»! Some world known educators and teachers come to our conference. The motto of the conference invites its prospective participants to focus on any aspect of secondary education. Today  we speak about  education as a tool of making our life more productive, successful and happier. We have three working groups. In each group there is one journalist who will ask some  questions.
2. Warming up discussion.
P: We consciously know nothing at birth. Everything we know came through a process of education-through other people teaching us. 

P: So what does modern education mean to us? 

All groups are expressing their ideas and thoughts on this problem. (Group I( Group 2( Group 3...)

Possible questions for journalists:
1.  What are its aims? Only to teach us how to earn a living or something else?

2.  The new educational standard in Russia emphasises the importance of testing and new forms of examinations. What do you think about changes in teaching?

3.  What innovations are you expecting in Russian education? 

4.  Some people say that system of education in Russia is very pressing. Is it justified?

5.  Can you say that there is an educational crises in Russia?
3.  Debates (a group work).
P: Our conference looks at education because « the fate of empires depends on the education of youth» (Aristotle, 384-322c. ВС, Greek philosopher). We have a lot of problems for our debates and I'd like the working groups to think and express their ideas on some problems.
All groups are given cards with different problem situations. They read and discuss the problem within the group (5 minutes), then they share their ideas and thoughts.

Group 1 : Situation No 1.
Speak about the importance of being a well-educated person. Do you think good education should prepare you for life in general or for a particular job? Give your reasons. 

Possible questions for journalists:

1. Do you believe that a young person can best approach the future when enriched with a knowledge of many different subjects? 

2. What makes a person educated? Do you think that all school subjects are necessary for bringing up a well-educated person? What do you think about optional courses? 
Group 2: Situation No 2,
Some people say that school is your second home. Prove your point of view. Do you think that school is the right place for all children to learn? Tell us about interesting events of your school life. Tell us about the most remarkable day of your school life. 

Possible questions for journalists:
1. Are you satisfied or not satisfied with the school you go to now; with the quality of education you receive; with your own participation in the school activities? Express your opinion. 

2. What do you like most of all in your school? What changes would you like to introduce?

Group 3; Situation No 3,
In Russia , the last few years have seen increasing interest in learning foreign languages. What are the reasons for learning foreign languages? Many people don't consider the existing school-leaving examinations in foreign languages to be an objective measure of language proficiency. What do you think about it? 

4. The results of investigation work, (overhead projector)
After discussing problems No1 ,No2 , No3, the President represents the results of investigation
work, (overhead projector)
P: We asked the  11 -formers of our school to write an essay in which they were asked to say if they were satisfied or dissatisfied with education receiving in our school.
TABLE 1;
	Results:
very satisfied 62%
fairy satisfied 29%
fairy dissatisfied 9%
	Reasons:
•  interesting lessons,
•  highly qualified and widely experienced
teachers,
•  modern teaching techniques and aids are
employed.,
•  different methods and activities are used,
•  friendly and informal atmosphere


5. Interview given by the Head of English, (tape-recorded)
Question: Are you satisfied with existing Educational standards in St.Petersburg? Are you expecting any innovations? (listening)
             What do you think of it? (each group express their opinion)
6.The results of investigation work, (overhead projector)
After listening to the interview, the President represents the results of investigation work, (overhead projector)
P: The Educational Committee and the Academy of Pedagogical Mastery of St.Petersburg examined some schools and found out some interesting facts.

 Question: Do you think the present examination is reliable?

Table 2.
	
	Yes
	No
	Don't know

	Teachers
	38%
	27%
	35%

	Students
	47%
	29%
	24%

	Parents
	46%
	24%
	30%

	Heads of English
	22%
	67%
	11%


Table 3.
Question: Do you think it is necessary to develop a new form of Year 11 English examination?

	
	Yes
	No
	Don't know

	Teachers
	61%
	8%
	31%

	Students
	22%
	21%
	56%

	Parents
	24%
	12%
	64%

	Heads of English
	67%
	0%
	33%


Possible questions for journalists:
1) What do you think of Unified National Exam in Russia? (The Russian State Exam)
2) What can help students to pass the RSE successfully?

3) How do you revise for the exam?

4) What do you do to be well-prepared for the exam? Who helps you?

5) What books / textbooks do you consider to be the most useful? Why?

6) What activities do you think are the most difficult for you?

7) What kind of problems do you have?

8) Is it enough to study well at school if you want to pass your exam?
9) What examinations are you going to take? 

10) What examinations have you chosen? Why?

7. The results of investigation work, (overhead projector)

P: Different groups of people were asked what they think about the role of English in the life of St Petersburg today. It's interesting to note that 81% of Russians consider the role of English extremely important. Russian businessmen gave more weight to the role of English and to its importance for a successful career than did their foreign partners.
Table 4 : Importance of English for successful career.

	
	English-speaking
	Russians
	others

	Necessary
	41%
	81%
	71%

	Desirable
	53%
	19%
	29%

	not required
	6%
	-
	-


Table 5: The role of English- the view of students and parents.

	
	Schoolchildren
	Parents
	university students

	Absolutely necessary
	59%
	72%
	82%

	Desirable
	40%
	27%
	15%

	not required
	1%
	1%
	3%


                     What do you think of it? Give your reasons.
Learning Foreign


     Languages





4. Conference «Education for a Happier Life»   








School problems (the negative influence of school environment / bullies/school phobia/ theft...)





a student council ( makes the rules/ gives the punishment/ a few rules voted on by the students......)





to be able to choose subjects...








a lot of..... (clubs/competitions...) and less ... (homework)








wearing a uniform should not be compulsory





the atmosphere would be more relaxed...








the teachers would not force their ideas on the pupils





Changes at Schools





to have exams in the form of......


(essay / interview/ project work/ computer-based assignments...)





to involve more complex skills ( a combination of listening, writing, reading, speaking.....








to measure the level of proficiency in English





... to emphasise the importance of...











to have stress








Tests and Exams





                         FOR


exams encourage students to study


exam grades give students an idea of their progress


exams are the quickest way of testing students


some students are really lazy  and need pressure, they only work hard when they’ve got an exam


exams should be combined with continuous assessment





                                     AGAINST


exam results may depend on how you feel on a particular day 


if students get nervous, they will not perform as well as they could


students can cheat and get a mark they don’t deserve


if students run out of time, they cannot show what they know


some students do well in exams simply because they have got good  memory









































