Гиперссылка “Our   Pets”
The Perfect pet

 (Successful Writing, intermediate, Virginia Evans p.114)
We often hear people say that a dog is “man’s best friend”, which in my opinion is true. Many animals make good pets, but my ideal pet is  a dog.

To start with, dogs make perfect pets because they are good companions. A dog keeps you company and understands your moods. For example, if you are sad, a dog comforts you and cheers you up. If you are happy, then a dog will respond with playfulness.

In addition, dogs make the most loyal pets because they feel great affection for their owners and like to please them. If you train your dog, it will become very obedient because it will learn to behave in the way you want to

What is more, dogs can be very useful. For instance, they are often used to guard properly, or to guide blind people. Even dogs who are just pets have been known to alert people to danger or fetch help in an emergency. For this reason, a dog is a valuable addition to the family.

If I had a dog, I would look after it by feeding it the right food at the right time and making sure it had plenty of exercise. I would train it to be obedient and take it to the vet for regular check-ups. Perhaps one of the most important things dogs need is affection, because , like humans, they need to feel loved. 

The advantages and disadvantages of owning a pet

 (Successful Writing, upper-intermediate, Virginia Evans p.69)
Many types of animals have gradually become domesticated and have been taken into our homes  as pets. Pets are enjoyed by young and old alike, but are they really worth having or are there too many drawbacks?

To begin with, pets can be great companions for those who live  alone, such as the elderly. What is more, having  a dog around the house can give you a greater sense of security. Moreover,  young children usually love animals and  giving them the opportunity to look after a pet teaches them to care for living things and to be responsible.

On the other hand, bringing a pet into your home is not a  decision to be taken lightly. There are some  expenses involved as  animals need food, special cages, equipment and occasional veterinary treatment which can be costly. They also need care and attention on a daily basis,  which can be time-consuming. What is more, a pet ties you down to a certain extent. You cannot just get up and go away for the weekend or for a holiday without first taking your pet’s needs into consideration. This is not always easy and can be expensive if you have to pay for professional care.

To sum up, buying a pet should be a carefully planned decision. If you are fully aware of your pet’s needs and all the responsibilities involved in owning one, then having a pet can be a very rewarding experience.

An Ideal Pet

To begin with, goldfish make ideal pets because they  are easy to look after. For example, you only need to feed them a pinch of food once a day. Also, they don’t make the house untidy, because , unlike dogs and cats, they don’t make a mess. In addition, goldfish are not expensive to look after, since their food costs very little and they do not have to be taken to the vet. Finally, goldfish make ideal pets because they can help you relax. For instance, research has shown that watching fish can actually reduce stress
                                    Which make better pets – dogs or cats?
 

   

Cats
	Advantages:


	Disadvantages:



	· When toilet is dirty they can go out and do their business by themselves

· They purr. It is relax you after working day

· You will never have bugs or rodents in your house as they handle that issue for you

· They quickly learn what they are allowed to do and not do

· Cats are pretty independent, which means you don't have to spend as much time and care for them as you would a dog. Cats are easy keepers and can be left on their own for a day or two (provided they have food and water) if need be, although this is not the ideal.

· They are usually litter trained before you get them, as such they are considered "clean" pets.

· In most places cats can be acquired for free.

· If you want to be left alone, a cat will usually understand. 

· They are small, so can be transported in a carrier easily


	· They have hair so if you don't clean up your house it will be too dirty and you also may have an allergy.

· Some cats are not very affectionate or spend all their time outdoors only coming back for food.

· You have to be able to afford yearly vet visits and vaccinations.

· You have to be able to afford treatment because they can get sick or need an operation.

· They like to wake up their owners early (5-6 am) and won't shut up until you feed them or lock them in a room.

· Cat food is more expensive than dog food.

· Cats have claws and tend to use them. For people who are concerned about their furniture, it is a good idea to invest in cat furniture or scratching posts, or ask about a claw protector product. 

· A very small risk for pregnant women, is toxoplasmosis, a parasite cats can shed once in their lifetime if exposed to it through mice. Pregnant women can simply avoid cleaning the litter box or use gloves. 

· Kittens are mischievous, for people who do not want a pet that gets into everything, an adult cat would be better. 

· Cats like to be awake at night so may be noisy. 




Dogs
	Advantages:


	Disadvantages:



	· You will get a great companion for life. Meaning, you might never be alone again or will always have someone to be on your side

· What can be a better test to know how responsible you are? When you get a dog, you will be able to prove that you are responsible

· You can take them to dog shows and win money.

· Some dogs have other talents, like guarding, or herding.

· There are a variety of dog breeds, many different sizes, and behavioral types, to suit most situations or preferences.

· Can be trained. 

· May give health benefits to the owners because dogs require regular walks. 

· Are excellent companions for people who like that sort of thing. 

· For people who want to be more involved with their pet, dogs are ideal, for example, agility dogs. 

· A dog will curl up and go to sleep when you do. 

· A dog who knows how to play catch, can provide lots of entertainment.


	· The dog would need a lot of attention and if you won't be able to give it, it may have behavioral problems 

· They require commitment. (You can't just go off on holiday when you have a dog-you have to make arrangements for it.)

· They will mess up your house, sometimes pee everywhere, chew things, steal clothes and steal food.

· You cannot leave a dog home alone for long, eight hours is considered the maximum, unless you have a dog door so they can go outside to use the yard.

· Dogs must be house trained, this may take two to four weeks.
Some breeds of dogs require regular grooming, both daily brushing and haircuts every eight weeks.

· Initial cost is usually higher.

· Require obedience and socialization training.

· Spaying and neutering costs are usually higher than with cats, especially for the larger dog breeds.

· A bite, or attack, from a strong dog can seriously hurt, or kill, a child or adult. 

· Dogs bark and may be considered as annoying by neighbours.

· Dogs require fencing to keep them in the yard. Yes, you can chain them up, but this often creates aggression. 

· Certain breeds are prone to health problems. 




                     Cats


They are  independent, indifferent, amusing and curious


You don’t have to walk a cat twice a day


Cats  can understand how different people will react.


Cats are not expensive to keep and they do not need a lot of looking after.


They are not very noisy, do not bark, do not need space.


Cats are quite clean animals


They are good companions for old people or children.


Cats reduce you blood pressure 


Cats help relax and cope with the stress and tension of everyday life





 





                    Dogs


They are affectionate, loyal and obedient, protective, dependent; some are too spoilt; often bark or foul pavements; may be violent and  dangerous 


Some people regard dogs as friendly. Others think they are a nuisance.


Although it was badly treated, a  dog was faithful to its master.


Dogs are usually very fond of children they grow up with.


Dogs are good company and can teach your children how to be responsible.


Dogs can understand how different people will react.


They can be expensive to keep and need a lot of looking after.








You may find it useful to follow the plan below:


Introduction.  Most people have a strong preference either for dogs or for cats, and do not usually keep the other as pets. Those who like dogs.... while those who prefer cats....


Good and bad points of dogs.  Dog lovers praise dogs in the first place because...... Apart from that, they...... However, keeping a dog has some disadvantages......


Good and bad points of cats.     The features that make people fond of dogs are often opposite of those that appeal to cat lovers. The attraction of cats lies in their..... On the other hand, they.......


Personal opinion.        Both dogs and cats have their good and bad points. Personally, however, I prefer...... because........
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