Гиперссылка “Animal Intelligence”
People have always viewed some animals as more intelligent than others: in European cultures, dogs, horses, great apes and (more recently) dolphins and parrots are seen as intelligent in ways that other animals are not. Crows have been attributed with humanlike intelligence by almost every culture that has encountered them. A number of recent survey studies have demonstrated the consistency of these rankings between people in a given culture. Comparative psychologists have sought in vain for ways of providing an objective underpinning for these essentially subjective and anthropocentric judgements. Part of the difficulty is the lack of agreement about what we mean by intelligence even in humans (it obviously makes a big difference whether language is considered as essential for intelligence, for example). But in any case, different animals (including humans) seem to have different kinds of cognitive processes, which are better understood in terms of the ways in which they are cognitively adapted to their different ecological niches, than by positing any kind of hierarchy. One question that can be asked coherently is how far different species are intelligent in the same ways as humans are, i.e. are their cognitive processes similar to ours. Not surprisingly, our closest biological relatives, the great apes, tend to do best on such an assessment. It is less clear that the species traditionally held to be intelligent do unusually well against this standard, though among the birds, corvids and parrots typically are found to outperform other groups, and among the carnivores, dogs generally show better performance than cats. Despite ambitious claims, evidence of unusually high human-like intelligence among cetaceans is patchy, partly because the cost and difficulty of carrying out research with marine mammals mean that experiments frequently suffer from small sample sizes and inadequate controls and replication. Octopuses also exhibit many seemingly higher-level problem-solving skills. To my mind, animals can’t teach us anything because people are cleverer than animals so they can always find better decision. There are some professions in witch people work with animals. The most well known profession for animals is rescuer. Also dogs often work in police, they are taught to find drugs. A police dog is a dog that is trained specifically to assist police and similar law-enforcement personnel with their work. Police dogs are often referred to by the term K9, which sounds like the term canine, a word that generally refers to the dog and its relatives.
The ten most intelligent animals are the following:

1. Chimpanzee (two species) 

2. Gorilla 

3. Orangutan 

4. Baboon (seven species, including drill and mandrill) 

5. Gibbon (seven species) 

6. Monkey (many species, especially the macaques, the patas, and the Celebes black ape) 

7. Smaller-toothed whale (several species, especially killer whale) 

8. Dolphin (many of the approximately eighty species) 

9. Elephant (two species) 

10. Pig

Source: Wallace, Irving. The Book of Lists #2, p. 104. 
Animal cognition

Animal cognition, or cognitive ethology, is the title given to a modern approach to the mental capacities of non human animals.

It has developed out of comparative psychology, but has also been strongly influenced by the approach of ethology, behavioral ecology, and evolutionary psychology.

Much of what used to be considered under the title of animal intelligence is now thought of under this heading.

Animal language acquisition, attempting to discern or understand the degree to which animal cognistics can be revealed by linguistics-related study, has been controversial among cognitive linguists.

Bird intelligence

The level of intelligence in birds, as a scientific inquiry, has not been as thoroughly researched as similar questions regarding primates and other mammals.

However, there is a general belief that they are more intelligent, as a class, than the reptiles, and that many species are just as intelligent as mammals of comparable size.

Because birds lack forelimbs with which to modify their surroundings, it is often difficult to test for intelligence as we would define it for mammals.

Traditionally, biological science has maintained that most actions performed by birds that may indicate intelligence are merely ingrained instinctual behaviours and that birds are unable to learn.

While parrots have the distinction of being able to mimic human speech, studies with the African Grey Parrot have shown that some are able to associate words with their meanings and form simple sentences.

Along with parrots, the crows, ravens, and jays (family Corvidae) are perhaps the most intelligent of birds..

For more information about the topic Bird intelligence, read the full article at Wikipedia.org, or see the following related articles:

LEARN FROM ANIMALS

It has been said that we will never find peace as long as we continue to exploit, abuse and kill animals. 

Animal suffering is prevalent in many areas. Those areas include: 1) Animals raised for food, 2) Animals used in research, 3) Animals used for clothing, 4) Animals used for entertainment & sport. 

It may be hard to learn what happens to these animals, and even harder to see the documented video footage, but we owe it to the billions who suffer to bear witness and learn the truth. Only then can we make the decision to choose compassion and end animal suffering. 

ANIMALS USED FOR FOOD
In the U.S. alone, over 10 billion farm animals are slaughtered each year for human consumption. These figures don't even include the billions of fish and other aquatic species that are raised, harvested or trapped for food. 

Farm animals that are raised for food seldom see sunshine, as they are raised in large metal "warehouses" or CAFO's, also known as factory farms and live in overcrowded cages in their own filth. The horror only gets worse when they are transported to the slaughterhouse, where they are slaughtered in a high speed production-line method as if they are inanimate objects. Methods of "humane" slaughter are rarely enforced, which means the animals are often cut, skinned, dismembered, scalded and/or drowned while still alive. Birds, who represent more than 85% of the farm animals killed for food are not even included in regulations of "humane" slaughter. The average age for a chicken large enough for slaughter (thanks to growth hormones) is about 6 weeks old. 

Animals in the egg & dairy industries are born into a life of anguish, as these industries are inherently cruel. Egg-laying hens are cramped several into a cage the size of a piece of paper and are continually forced to "molt". The female chicks become egg-laying hens like their mothers and are separated from them immediately after birth. The male chicks are a breed that is of no use to that industry, so they are suffocated, crushed or ground up as soon as they are hatched. As for the dairy industry, mother cows are kept in a constant state of impregnation and lactation. Like the egg industry, female calves are immediately separated from their mothers and go back into the system. Male calves are immediately separated also, but they are sent to live their short lives as veal calves, chained to a wooden crate. There is a direct link between the dairy industry and the veal industry. 

Fish and other aquatic species are either farmed or caught in the wild by trolling nets, that often sweep up anything in their reach. Many of these aquatics are crushed or suffocate to death, but most are slit open and gutted while conscious, or boiled alive. 

Visit our Resources page for links to more information on the endless terror of factory farms, fish farms, animal transport and slaughterhouses. We also have resources for making the transition to a plant-based, vegetarian/vegan diet. It is important to note that vegetarians save nearly 100 animals per year and vegans save even more lives each year by not supporting the egg & dairy industries. 

ANIMALS USED FOR RESEARCH
It is estimated that up to 70 million animals are killed each year in U.S. research labs. These animals are subjected to painful medical experiments, drug testing, psychological experiments and cosmetics & household products testing. Animals in research labs are seldom given any anesthetic or pain relief. Many just suffer to death. Rats, mice and birds make up the largest numbers of animals used in experiments and these animals are not even recognized under the Animal Welfare Act. Animals are also used in classroom dissection. Frogs, mice, cats and dogs are killed for the purpose of dissection in biology classes. Many of the animals used for research are unwanted pets or strays that end up at the local animal shelters or city pounds (which are usually filled to capacity and have extremely high euthanasia rates), or they are raised on breeding farms, also know as pet mills. 

Visit our Resources page for links for more information on the horrors of vivisection, animal testing, and animal research. We also have resources for cruelty-free shopping and ways to support companies and organizations that do not test on animals. In addition, many cruelty-free products are also vegetarian or "certified vegan". 

ANIMALS USED FOR CLOTHING
Millions of animals are killed just for their fur or skin. Fur Farms are no different from Factory Farms and Research Labs, as the animals all live in filthy cages and suffer terribly, ultimately having a violent death all in the name of fashion. Since animals raised for fur are most valued because of their coat, they are typically killed by anal/vaginal electrocution or by having their neck broken. Many, especially on Chinese fur farms, are hit on the head and then skinned alive while still conscious. 

Visit our Resources page for more information on the suffering animals endure on fur farms and in the leather, silk & wool industries. It should be noted that the leather industry is directly linked to the factory farming and slaughterhouse industries. We can direct you to resources that support compassionate clothing and accessory choices that are free of animal fur and skins. 
ANIMALS USED IN ENTERTIMENT & SPORT
The animals you see at the rodeo, circus, aquarium or zoo also live most of their lives in cages and are forced to perform in ways that are unnatural. These animals are often trained (even beaten)into submission in order to do a silly dance, dive or be roped and tackled to the ground for a paying crowd. It's not surprising that many animals die in captivity or lash out at people who "train" them. In addition, animals are hunted for sport or trophy. Cage-hunting allows anyone that pays a fee a "guaranteed trophy kill", where they can shoot a docile animal in a cage. These animals are often retired exotic animals from a circus or zoo. 

Visit our Resources page for more information on the cruelty and abuse that goes on in rodeos, animal circuses and some zoos & aquariums, as well as trophy hunting and caged hunts. We can direct you to entertainment alternatives where animals are not used and therefore do not suffer. We can also refer you to animal sanctuaries where you can enjoy the beauty of living, exotic animals that have been rescued and rehabilitated and now live in peace. 

How Can Pets Help People

Many of us enjoy the companionship of pets. In fact, according to a 2008 survey by the American Pet Products Manufacturers Association, 63 percent of American households include pets. These animals don't ask for much—just a short list of basics such as food, shelter, veterinary care, and, of course, our companionship. Pets offer far more in return, teaching us about love, improving our emotional and physical health, and providing us with unconditional affection and friendship. 
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Pets Make Good Teachers

Companion animals are natural teachers. They help people of all ages learn about responsibility, loyalty, empathy, sharing, and unconditional love—qualities particularly essential to a child's healthy development.

Through helping to care for a pet, children also learn to care for their fellow human beings. There is an established link between how people treat animals and how they treat each other. Kindness to animals is a lesson that benefits people, too.

Pets Can Be Therapists

Given the right animal, people, and circumstances, pets can indeed serve as "therapists." In animal-assisted therapy programs, a companion animal may visit with hospital or nursing home patients. For the program to be safe and effective, the animal must be carefully screened and the pet's caregiver must be trained to guide the animal-human interactions. When a specific therapy is desired, a credentialed professional should monitor the program. Even in less formal animal-assisted activities, where the animal is introduced to an individual or group with no specific therapeutic goal, patients and staff often experience improved morale and communication.

Pets Can Serve as Helpers

Specially trained assistance dogs provide people who have physical and mental disabilities with the profound gift of independence. Assistance dogs are not classified as pets under the law, and they are allowed in public places where pets are prohibited. These dogs serve as the hands, ears, or eyes of their human partners and assist them by performing everyday tasks that would otherwise be difficult or impossible. Dogs may also detect changes in behavior, body language, or odor that precede seizures in their human partners, alerting them so that they may seek a safe environment.

