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Киреева Т.В. учитель английского языка,2я СПб гимназия                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                       Books are keys to wisdom’s  treasure;

                                                                                                                       Books are gates to lands of pleasure;

                                                                                                                       Books are paths that upward lead;
                                                                                                                       Books are friends. Come, let us read.
I think that books are most important in man’s life. They teach us to read when we are little ones. They give us information when we study. But the greatest wonder of the books is that they teach us how to live, how to solve different problems, how to behave in different situations. They help us answer the questions what life is, what a man is.
Nowadays a lot of people read very little. They consider TV, video the most important source of information and they substitute books for them. I’m sorry for these people. It makes their life poorer. No matter how good a film is, it’s never so deep as a book. It never reveals the characters so fully, it never shows the situation so brightly. Films can’t impress the people as well as the books do. And they can’t influence our life so greatly. Books bring people pleasure and delight, and appeal to the readers’ own interests.
Reading plays an important role in our life. People read for pleasure and for information. There are books which have been our great favourites since childhood. We grow up with them and they stay in our memory for ever. 

Books form our moral values. Love for reading  gives those who are great readers of books an advantage over those who have not read so much.

Reading good books enriches the mind and life. I think a book is one of the greatest wonders of the world. It gives us a unique chance to link up with authors who lived hundreds and thousands of years ago. Thanks to books, we can talk to people who lived in different ages and countries. Through books we hear their voices, thoughts and feelings.

The book is the best way to bring nations together. It gives us an insight not only into the past, but also into the future. When we speak about books, the proverb “Tastes differ” is perfectly true. Since childhood I’ve been enchanted by Russian popular tales. Later my heart was won by A.Pushkin and N.Gogol. I liked Gogol’s comedies. He made his stories so funny that the censors didn’t see how fierce a criticism it was .
It was difficult and even dangerous to be a writer in Russia in the XIXth century . Most of Russian writers wanted to write that Russia was badly governed, there was no justice and the majority of people lived miserable lives. But they knew if they wrote openly, criticizing the government, their books might be banned, and they might be sent to Siberia. Indeed, many writers spent long years in exile. F. Dostoyevsky spent 9 years in Siberia for writing about the sufferings of the people in Russia.  Many people would say that his novel “Crime and Punishment” is the greatest novel ever written.
“Books and friends should be few but good”, says an English proverb. The book is a faithful and understanding friend: it can be put aside and taken up again at any moment.  Books stir one’s imagination, expand the boundaries of the familiar world and fill one’s life with great expectation of joy and happiness. A writer possesses an  ability to portray life very truthfully, to describe nature (wild life) with love and understanding, to make people laugh or cry, an ability to depict characters so vividly that people immediately recognize themselves. Reading books is a source of pleasure, getting knowledge, getting acquainted with histories, customs and traditions of other countries. Reading books is necessary for us all. Literature makes one a human being.
                                              Vocabulary.

I. Books and Choosing Books
1. novel -  a new story; a historical novel; the latest novel

2. cover-the cover of a book; to read a book from cover to cover

3. chapter- a division of a book; a long chapter; to the end of the chapter; the most exciting chapter
4. volume- a collection of books

5. passage- extract; a short portion or section of a book; a passage from a literary work

6. plot- the series of events and relationships that form the basis of a composition; a novel with a complex plot

7. theme- subject; the main theme of the book;  the theme of discussion

8. contents- it shows the order of topics in a book; table of contents; the contents of a book

9. verse- a line of poetry (poem)

10. review- a critical comment on a book; a review of a book; to write a review ; to publish reviews

11. essay- a small review; composition presenting the author’s view point
12. to form reading habits early in life; to read silently; to read deep into the night;  to read oneself to sleep;  to read for pleasure;  to read for examination; to be glued to a book for hours; 

13. to choose books according to subject / the author’s name; 

14. to scan (locate) a magazine / article

15. to skim (gist) a magazine / article

        II. Classes of Books
1. fiction/ non-fiction;   science fiction;    light/ heavy reading;  ghost stories and mysteries; detectives / crime stories;   poetry; poems; romances;  thrillers;  adventure / love stories;  fairy tales and fantasies;  drama, essay
2. books about political, social, economic subjects;  

3. Fiction is a literary work whose content is produced by the imagination and not necessarily based on fact.
Types of fiction:  novels, short stories, detectives, adventure stories,  humorous stories, thrillers

4.     Non-fiction-  is a literary work based on fact.
Types of non-fiction :  biographies,  autobiographies, informational books, popular science, documentaries,  diaries, memoirs; 
5. Poetry : verse, rhymes, ode

6. Folklore:  folk tales, fairy tales, myths, ballads, legends
III. Parts of the Book and Physical Appearance of the Book
1. the title page usually gives the complete title of the book, the name of authors or editors, the name of the publisher and the place of publication;

2. the copyright page gives the copyright dates, the names of copyright holders, the  dates of editions or printings of the book; 
3. the foreword, preface or introduction is a written commentary that supplies necessary background information;

4. the table of contents is a summary or outline of the contents of the book, arranged in order of appearance;

5. the text is the body of the book; it may be divided into chapters or sections;

6. the appendix contain additional information, often in the  form of maps, charts, tables, illustrations or graphs;

7. the bibliography is a list of sources that were used in preparing the book;

8. the glossary is a dictionary of unusual or technical terms used in the text of the book;

9. the index is an alphabetical list of subjects covered in the book

10. synopsis is the summary of a book usually standing at the beginning of a book (or on the back cover) to tell the reader what it is about;

11. episode; Will you please describe the most powerful episode from the chapter?

12. passage;  Do you remember any powerful passage that you came across in your reading?
13. to keep book clean and shiny; 

14. a book with loose pages; a book with dog-eared  pages ( to make dog’s ears)

15. a beautifully printed book; a cheap paper –back (edition);  pocket edition

         IV. Library Membership
1. to borrow books; to return / renew/ request books

2. library ticket; a request card
3. to keep books which are overdue

4. to be suspended from the library

5. books on open reserve

6. to be very well-read; She is well-read in the literary classics;

7. bookworms

           V. Discussing Characters and Authors
1. person; personal;  a person of strong character; personal opinion

2. personality; a strong personality;

3. genius; men of genius; A genius is a person with unusually  great powers of mind or imagination.

4. peculiarity; peculiarities of speech and behaviour;  Have you ever noticed any peculiarities of his habits or character?

5. to reveal; to reveal the truth; to reveal a character’s personality; to reveal human nature;
6. style; a particular style of writing; a simple and clear style of writing;

7. contemporary; a contemporary writer;

8. to characterize; the author characterizes the hero as a generous man.

9. trait, traits of character; feature; characteristic features

10. to possess; to possess some qualities; to possess courage; to possess a talent for writing poetry;

11. moral; moral values; a moral duty; to give moral support to someone
12. literary; a literary work; literary success; a literary critic; a literary style.

13. to respond; to respond to the characters from the story; to respond to kindness; to respond to someone’s needs

14. How to speak about different people?

· Appearance: age, height, weight, build of figure, face, hair, eyes, complexion, clothes

· Background: family, education, profession or occupation

· Likes and Dislikes: with regard to people, tastes, hobbies, interests
· Character, temperament, disposition

    VI. Real Reading!
1.       emotion; emotional; an emotional person; to arouse emotions; to arouse feelings of sympathy;  to arouse  
       admiration;

2. to express; to express an idea or feeling; to express an opinion;  expression;  expressive

3. to entertain; entertaining; entertainment; We were all entertained by his jokes.
4. to depict; The author depicts his characters very convincingly

5. to portray; to portray life truthfully

6. to enrich; to enrich the mind with knowledge; Reading books enriches the mind and life.

7. lack; lack of information; lack of emotion; lack of discipline; 
8. appeal; to appeal; Books bring people pleasure and delight, and appeal to the readers’ own interests.

9. to quote; quotation; quotation from Shakespeare;
10. familiar; familiar quotation; These facts may be familiar to you.

11. humour; humorous; to have a good sense of humour; a humorous writer / remark/ character; The story is full of humour. 

12. vivid; a vivid imagination; a vivid description;

13. similar; to write in a similar manner; words with a similar meaning;

14. remark; to remark; to make remarks;

15. influence; to influence; to influence the reader; an influence on character;
16. keen; to be keen on literature; a keen sense of humour; to take a keen interest in….; 
17. to adapt; adaptation; to adapt a book or a play for television; a screen adaptation; a stage adaptation; 
                        Choosing Books (Answer the questions)

1. Why do people read books? (for information, for fun, to while the time away)
2. How much time do you devote to reading? 
3. When did you learn to read? Does your family read a lot of books? (Reading habits: to form a reading habit early in life; to read silently; to read deep into the night; to be glued to a book for hours)

4. What do you prefer more: to read a book or to watch a film based on this book? Why?

5. How does reading help people? What does reading give you?

6. When you go to the library, do you always know which book you want to look for and borrow?

7. When you see a lot of new books at the library, do you find it easy or difficult to make a choice?

8. What  helps you to make a choice- the picture in the book, its cover, the table of contents, the advice of the librarian or of one of your classmates?

9. Do you make a list of books you would like to borrow before you go to the library?

10. Do you think you can do without any library at all?

11. How do you recommend books to read to your friends?

12. Can you name a few books that left a lasting impression on you?

13. How do you select books? Is the physical appearance an important factor? ( to keep books clean and shiny; a book with loose/dog-eared pages; a beautifully printed book; a cheap paper-back (edition); a pocket edition)

14. Has it ever happened that you first saw a TV or screen version (adaptation) of a classic and later read the book?

                     Getting Ready to Talk about Books

1. What’s the title of the book?
· As far as I remember, it’s ……..    
· I’m afraid I don’t remember.        If I’m not mistaken, it is……..
2. When was the book published? Who wrote it?
· It was published recently.      It has just been published. 
· It appeared some / two years ago. 
· As far as I remember, it was published….  
· The book was  written by a  famous/ outstanding / well known ………. 
· It was written for children/ grown ups/ in English / in Russian…
3. What do you think of the author?
· He/She is a real master  short stories/ detective stories….
· Which of the humorous writers do you appreciate most of all? 
· How are those authors similar? 
        He/she has………
· an ability to portray life very truthfully 

·  an ability to describe nature (wildlife) with love and understanding 

·  an ability to make people laugh or cry
· an ability to depict characters so vividly that people immediately recognize themselves

· an ability to amuse the readers

· an ability to arouse the feeling of admiration

· a sense of humour  /       a great lyrical power

· a skill with language    /      a rich and vivid imagination

4. What do you think of the book? 
· I liked it. I enjoyed it.            I didn’t like it. 
· It’s rather interesting.            It’s not interesting at all. 
       This book  ……….

· Is a very enjoyable book /  is  easy reading

· Is  full of information about……./ very useful 

· gives us knowledge of……

·  keeps the reader in suspense 

· is a very truthful story about……

·  is a piece of fantasy 

· speaks about things which happen in real life 

· shows complex relations between ……….

·  makes us think about……..
5. What is it you liked about the book?
· It’s realistic. The language is good. ( the rich and interesting language)

· The plot is interesting. ( the intriguing plot ;  the fresh and original ideas)

· There are many funny scenes in the book. 
· I liked the way the author describes………(the author’s sense of humour)

· I’m  quite keen on….
· .I was impressed by…( the book’s realism and truthfulness; some shocking situations and events; the power of the author’s imagination )
6. What is it you don’t like about the book?
· To begin with, I like realistic books and this one is not. 
· I’m (rather) more interested in……than……
· The  language is too primitive. I felt bored when ………
· The author doesn’t know the subject. 
· I don’t like the way the author describes…….(the main characters). 
· The main idea is not clear at all. It isn’t clear what the author wants to say. 
· There are many things I don’t like about the book.
7. Who are the main characters of the book?
· The main characters of the book are………
· Good / Bad characters are…… 
· I’m afraid, I don’t remember.  I have a bad memory for names. 
8. What is the book about?
· The book is devoted to …….   
· The book describes the life and work of…….. 
· It’s about a painter who was recognized and became famous only after his death. 
· The book is about love and friendship among…./  a man who struggled for (against)………/ the fate of…during…./ historical events…….
                      Conversational Patterns ( Analysing stories, poems and songs)     
I. The structure of a text.
1)  This story/ poem/ song is about......

2)  The action takes place in...../ during......         The setting of the story is.....
3)  The text is (can be) divided into....parts. The first part is about......      I suggest the following headings for each part......
4)  This poem/song consists of.....verses.    The speaker in this poem/song is.....   
5)   The poem rhymes (doesn’t rhyme).
6)  The narration is conducted in the first /third person.   
      The narration is given at two levels ( reminiscences and  dialogue)

7)  The author’s (hero’s) thoughts are reproduced in the form of inner speech.

8)  The author’s speech is blended with the inner speech of heroes.
9)  The author       puts across      his/her    message         very directly
                             conveys                                                rather confusingly

10)  The poet wishes to make a philosophical point /create the impression that...../ to place great emphasis on....

11)  The writer satirizes / makes fun of..../ caricatures  this kind of behaviour ( people who..../ upper-class people)
II.  The language and the style of the text.
1)  The author’s style is concrete /emphatic/ naturalistic/ rich in colour contrasts/ objective impersonal/realistic/ simple and unadorned

2)  His method of description is mostly direct

3)  He has an eye for detail and typical situation
4)  The language in this text is quite formal/informal / bookish / rich in terms borrowed from the sphere of art (philosophy, literary criticism) / close to the language of real life / full of colloquialism
5)  The author uses a lot of difficult / simple words

6)  Some sentences are hard/ easy to understand

7)  The author’s handling of dialogue is masterly

8)  This passage is a specimen of his satirical art. His satire is pessimistic. 

9)  The extract  abounds in humour /irony.....
III.  The characters.
1)  The main /minor characters in this story are....

2)  I would describe her/him as....    
     She/he seems to be......(stupid/boring/lazy/hard working/honest/dishonest/careless....) because...

          in line......he/she says.....(reacts......)

          The way he/she (re) acts shows that.....

     There are some details in the text which show that.....

     In my opinion he/she should (shouldn’t ) have......

     His/her feelings are realistic /understandable/ hard to understand.....

4)  The relationship between the characters is....

      Their relationship changes/develops

      The characters in the story (don’t) change

      At first...... but later......

IV.  The plot.
1)  I find the plot of the story simple/realistic/far-fetched/absurd.....

2)  The turning point in the story is in line...../part...... when......

3)  The story shows (some) positive/negative aspects of.....

4)  The story is told from......’ point of view.

5)  In the first                     the poet          addresses           death /the question of immortality/ 

     chapter/ paragraph...     the novelist    deals with          the topic/ theme of.....

                                           the writer       introduces
6)  The focus/ emphasis is on the nature of their relationship/ the problem of....

7)  This story/song/poem.... is based on a true story / the author’s own experience
8)  The poem/story/song...  begins / opens/ ends  with.....
9)  This extract        deals with......
                                depicts the events.....

                                gives a serious (humorous) portrait ( description) of.....
10)  I hadn’t expected that.....

The beginning/ ending is (not) surprising (at all)
The ending is quite disappointing
I wouldn’t call this a happy ending. 
V.  Your opinion.
1)  I find the story/song/poem...... great /interesting/ exciting/ terrific/ sad/ awful/ funny.....

2)  It’s terrible/ boring/far-fetched.......
3)  It reminds me of......
The first line (opening paragraph, fourth chapter, second act.....) reminds me of...../evokes a 
feeling of....../ helps the reader to understand......./arouse our curiosity
4)  My point of view is that.....
5)  My first impression was.....but later.......
6)  I like(enjoyed) it. I didn’t....it.  It’s OK but I have read better ones.
7)  I find it difficult to believe that...../ surprising that....../incredible that.....
8)  The poem/song/story..... appeals to /excites/ depresses..... me because.....
Task 1 : Choose a book you have recently read and enjoyed. Make a report for your class. Use the outline below and make notes before you start.
	Title
	What is the book called?

	Author
	Who wrote it?

	Other information
	Who published it? When was it published? Who illustrated it?

	Type of book
	Is it a fiction or non-fiction? Is it original or simplified? Is a thriller, a biography or…?

	Subject
	What is it about?

	Setting
	Where and when does the story take place?

	Characters
	Who are the main characters? What are they like? How are they described?

	Events / Plot
	What happens? Retell some important events. Don’t give too much away ( e.g. Don’t give away the solution to a crime)

	Ideas
	Does the author say anything important about people (about society)? Has she/he got an important message for us?

	Opinion/ Comment
	How did you like it? Why / not? Can you recommend it? Who do you think would like to read it?


Task 2:  Choose one of the tasks and complete it with reference to a novel  that you have read.
1. You are given the chance of living the life of one of the book characters. Who would you choose? Why? 

        Consider, for example, interests, abilities, goals, success, personality, etc.

2. Imagine that one of the book characters is  going to spend the summer holidays with you. Who would you choose? Why? Give your resons.
                                  A book review  (writing short descriptions of books)
1) Introduction   (What’s the title of the book?   Who’s it written by? Is it easy/heavy reading? What type of the book is it?)
2) Setting    (Where does it take place?)
3) Characters     (Who are the central characters? ( good/ bad characters; traits of character)
4) Subject / Plot ( What is it about? What happens?)

5) Opinion       ( How would you describe it? Did you enjoy it? Why? What did you especially like/dislike about the book? Would you recommend it to other people to read?)
	           Вводные фразы
	Фразы основной части
	Заключительные фразы

	    Фразы, дающие основную информацию об объекте отзыва

· The book/ novel was written by….

· It is … (a love story)
· The book  tells the story of….
· The action takes place in...../ during......
· The setting of the story is.....
· This story is based on a true story / the author’s own experience
· The text is (can be) divided into....parts. 
· I suggest the following headings for each part......
· The author’s (hero’s) thoughts are reproduced in the form of inner speech.
· The author  wishes to make a philosophical point /create the impression that....
· The writer satirizes / makes fun of..../ caricatures  this kind of behaviour ( people who..../ upper-class people)
Фразы, характеризующие язык и стиль текста

· The author’s style is concrete /emphatic/ naturalistic/ rich in colour contrasts …..

· His method of description is mostly direct…

· He has an eye for detail and typical situation

· The language in this text is quite formal/informal / bookish / rich in terms borrowed from the sphere of art (philosophy, literary criticism) / close to the language of real life / full of colloquialism

· The author uses a lot of difficult / simple words

· Some sentences are hard/ easy to understand

· The extract  abounds in humour /irony.....

Фразы, знакомящие читателя с главными героями произведения

· The main /minor characters in this story are....

· I would describe her/him as....   

· She/he seems to      be....(stupid/boring/lazy/hard working/honest/dishonest/careless..)

because…..


	Фразы, комментирующие основные моменты  изменений и развития событий

· The story begins… / is about….

· The first part is about.....
· The plot is… (boring, thrilling…)
· I find the plot of the story simple/realistic/far-fetched/absurd.....
· The plot has an unexpected twist
· The turning point in the story is ….     when......
· The first line (opening paragraph, fourth chapter, second act.....) reminds me of ……../ helps the reader to understand......./arouse our curiosity

· The story shows (some) positive/negative aspects of.....
· The story is told from...... point of view
· There are some details in the text which show  that.....

· The focus/ emphasis is on the nature of their relationship/ the problem of....
· I hadn’t expected that.....
· The beginning/ ending is (not)  surprising (at all)
· The ending is quite disappointing
· I wouldn’t call this a happy ending.
    Фразы, комментирующие характеры и действия главных героев произведения

· The way he/she (re) acts   shows     that.....

· In my opinion he/she should /shouldn’t  have......

· His/her feelings are realistic  /understandable/ hard to  understand.....

· The relationship between the characters is....

· Their relationship  changes/develops

· The characters in the story  (don’t) change

· At first...... but later......


	Фразы, выражающие мнение и рекомендации 

· It’s a bore to read.

· I find the story great /interesting/ exciting/ terrific/ sad/ awful/ funny.....

· It’s terrible/ boring/far-fetched.......

· It reminds me of......

· My point of view is that.....

· My first impression was.....but later.......

· I liked / enjoyed it. I didn’t enjoy it because….  

· It’s OK but I have read better ones.

· I find it difficult to believe that...../ surprising that....../incredible that.....




                                        Books on the Screen and on Stage
Many popular novels and stories have been adapted for the theatre, television, and film. What do you think of this practice?

                                                      Reading Books  (Discussion)

(     Situations for individual work.
1)   Why do  people read books? Say what role books play in our live and how they form our moral values. 

2)  Are you a serious reader? Describe your personal reading habits , explaining how these have changed over the years since your childhood. Say what emotions you feel when reading different kinds of books and how these emotions are determined by the contests of the book, its problems, its language and the way the characters are depicted.

3)  Radio, video and TV have made reading unnecessary. Do you agree? Give your reasons. What kinds of information do you prefer to get from a computer or from books? Are CD-ROMs going to replace  printed books, magazines and newspapers?

4)  What literary genre do you prefer and why? Give your reasons.

5)  The best way to understand a nation is to read its great authors. Do you agree? Give your reasons.

6)  How do you select books for your home library? What books do you prefer to borrow from a public library? What is your idea of a private collection of books? What makes you decide to read a particular book: a friend’s recommendation, reading the first page, reading reviews, reading the blurb on the cover- or something else? Share your ideas.

7)  There are books which have been our great favourites since childhood. We grow up with them , and they stay in our memory for ever. Why do you think this happens? Give examples of books which you keep in your memory. Why?

8)  Which book or story has most frightened you? What elements are important for an exciting supernatural story? Give your reasons.

9)  Many fairy stories are set in far off times with princesses , knights, witches, wizards, dragons and magic wands, mirrors and carpets. How could these stories be made more up-to-date and modern? Which people and objects would you  use in a modern tale? Tell us a modern version of a well-known tale....... 

10)  Give an example of a book character who impressed you or who you like or dislike. Say what emotions his/her actions, behaviour, manners and words aroused in you. Describe some two literary personages who are antipodes. A story’s success often depends on how well the characters are presented. Do you agree? Give your reasons.

11)  There are a lot of masterpieces in literature but only very few writers become your favourites. Why? Give your reasons.

12)  Do you agree that both classical and contemporary writers appeal to readers? Speak about the attraction of the classics and modern literature.

13)  Love for reading gives those who are great readers of books an advantage over those who have not read so much. Do you agree with these words? In what way do you think they are true? Develop this idea.

14)  Many popular novels and stories have been adapted for the theatre, television, and film. What do you think of this practice? Are all screen and stage adaptations successful ? Do they add to the popularity of the book, or can they only spoil your impressions of it? Give your reasons.

15)  This is the last sentence of a story: «That was the last time she ever spoke to him». Make up an interesting story.

16)  Imagine that you are walking in the forest. Suddenly you meet.... Make up an interesting story.

(   Group work: debates and discussions. «For and Against» and «Advantages and Disadvantages» 

           discussions.
1) One group likes  reading detectives,  another is delighted with  science fiction. Discuss «For and Against».

2) Many people say that reading tales is a waste of time. Discuss «For and Against».

3) Choose a novel or a story which is well-known.  One group gives a favourable opinion of it. Another  group gives an unfavourable opinion of the same  novel or a story.
(        Discussing quotations , sayings and proverbs.
1) Comment on the statement « Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to  be chewed  

    and digested» (Francis Bacon, an English politician, philosopher  and writer,   1561-  1626).

2)  Comment on the saying «Books and friends should be few but good. Speak about your favourite writer or about the book that impressed you.

3)  «A house looks glum and joyless without books». Do you agree with this statement? 

4)  How do you understand the statement «Book is a means of communication»?

5)  «There is an art of reading as well as an art of thinking and an art of writing». (Isaac D’Israeli)

6)  «Poetry is language that tells us, through a more or less emotional reaction, something that cannot be said.»(Edwin Arlington Robinson)   How do you respond to poetry?

7)  Comment on these quotations:

     «Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body»; «Choose an author as you choose a friend»; 

     «All books are divisible into two classes: the books of the hour and the books of all time»; «If the  book is worth 

       reading it is worth buying»; «A good children’s book has no age limit».

8)  Share your opinions:

     « Tell me what you read and I will tell you what you are».(W.Goethe)

     « Reading is the best learning.» (A. Pushkin)

     « Bad books are worse than useless; they are harmful».(L.Tolstoy)
(         Dramatizing and role-play.
Act out conversations.

· One of you is looking for a good book to read. The other one has just read a book which he would like to recommend.

· One of you has just read a book which disappointed him. The other one asks what caused his partner’s disappointment.

· One of you has been greatly impressed by the book he has just read and he expresses his delight with it. The other one asks what aroused his partner’s admiration.
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                                    Cons


Reading is active… your mind has to work and create images. Watching is passive… you just sit there and all the work is done for you. It’s less satisfying.


When you are reading a book you’re able to stop and start whenever you like. The book can become a part of your life for a week- two weeks- however long it takes to read.


Screen adaptations are never as subtle and complex as the books or plays they’re based on. Characters are cut out, scenes removed… that’s because time is always a key issue.


Books can tell you what characters are thinking. Films and TV serials can’t. They have to use dialogue instead.


A really bad screen version of your favourite book can ruin the original novel for you.








                                     Pros


When a novel or play is adapted for the screen it reaches a huge new audience.


A successful screen adaptation helps to promote the original book and increase its sales. Recently filmed or televised books can become bestsellers . 


Pictures make stories more vivid and lifelike. 


People lead busy lives these days. They don’t want to spend a week reading a novel when they can watch the film version in two hours.


Some screen adaptations are good, others are bad, but the main point about them is that they increase choice. You can read the book first and then see the film… see the film, then read the book.








                                                A Talk About Books


                Books are full of many things that I would like to know.


                Books are full of greatest men that lived long,  long ago.


                Books are full of countries that I would like to see.


                Books are full of nice people that I would like to be.


                Books are full of children that I would like to meet.


                Books are full of sweet fruit that I would like to eat.


                Books are full of mountains that can be high or low.


                Books are full of flowers that I would like to grow.


                Books are full of some trips that I would like to take.


                Books are full of nice things that I would like to make. 


                Books are full of letters that I would like to write.


                Books are full of pen-friends both with black skin and white.


                Books are full of many games that I would like to play.


                Books are our best friends as people often say.





Proverbs and Golden Rules





Books are our best friends





Books and friends should be few but good





Choose an author as you choose a friend





Wear the old  coat and buy the new book.





Tell me what you read and I tell you what you are.





Reading is the best learning (A.Pushkin)





Bad books are worse than useless; they are harmful. 


(L. Tolstoy)





Books are a great thing as long as you know how to use them.





Reading  


     makes a   


     man clever and wise





Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.





The person who doesn’t read has no advantage over the person who cannot.





If the book is worth reading it is worth buying





A house looks glum and joyless without books.





A good children’s book has no age limit.





Memory is the diary that we all carry about with us .  ( O. Wilde)





I would sooner read a time-table or a catalogue than nothing at all.


  (W.S. Maugham)





Old wood best to burn, old wine to drink, old friends to trust and old authors to read . (F. Bacon)








