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Crime and Punishment

I.  Useful Vocabulary.

	               verb
	         person
	       crime

	1)  steal
2)  rob
3)  burgle
4)  mug
5)  kidnap
6)  hijack
7)  blackmail
8)  smuggle
9)  shoplift
10)  pickpocket
	1)  thief
2)  robber
3)  burglar
4)  mugger
5)  kidnapper
6)  hijacker
7)  blackmailer
8)  smuggler
9)  shoplifter
10)  pickpocket
	1)  theft/ stealing
2)  robbery
3)  burglary
4)  mugging
5)  kidnapping
6)  hijacking
7)  blackmail
8)  smuggling
9)  shoplifting
10)  pickpocketing



1) fraud;  arson; terrorism; assault; organised crime
2)  juvenile crime; juvenile delinquency; juvenile courts
3)  street violence; to plant a bomb; contract murderer; mass murderer
4)  to be involved in crime; to commit a crime; to solve a crime
5)  corruption; abuse of power; bribery («yellow-dog fund»); illegal funding; 
        bribe (n); to bribe (v); to bribe smb. to do smth.; to be caught red-handed
6)  minor; teen offender; troubled teen
7)  probation; foster home; reformatory

II.  What makes young people commit crimes? (reasons)

1)  Lack of discipline and loss of respect at home and at school (teachers cannot control too large classes). Teenagers grow very fast and they understand that they are no longer kids, but not adults yet; so they don’t know how to behave. They feel worried and nervous, they wish to feel more confident, they get very angry .
2)  Lack of extended families (about 90% of young offenders are products of unhappy families)
3)  Young people often grow up without any firm idea about the difference between right and wrong, because parents are too busy working to guide their children.
4)   Social conditions: poverty and drug/ alcohol  addiction; homeless teenagers steal in order to eat.
5)  The widening gap between the middle class and those living below the poverty line.
6)  The rich commit crimes for the sake of easy money, drugs / alcohol or to beat boredom and get an adrenaline buzz.
7)  The police may also be to blame- they often ignore minor crimes. Consequently, many young people feel they can get away with things like theft. The offender may not be punished at all; or may be given a fine; or he may have to pay damages; or may be put under police supervision..
8)  The violent criminal has become a kind of  hero-figure in our times. He is glorified on the screen; he is pursued by the press and paid vast sums of  money for his «memories». 

Many countries have special crime laws for kids and teens. There are juvenile courts, where a judge decides what kind of help or punishment the young person needs to get back on the right track. Sometimes the judge sends the minor home, instructing him to follow certain rules (this is called probation). Sometimes the young person is sent to a foster home or reformatory.

III.  Speaking.

1)  St Petersburg has lately got a notorious reputation of a criminal capital of our country. Which of the crimes is the most common in our city?
2)  «Sometimes crimes are so terrible that the death penalty is the only suitable punishment».  How far do you agree with this opinion?

                                                           Crime and Society

I.  Tragedies. 
     Unfortunately, tragedies are a frequent phenomenon nowadays. Tragedies are everywhere around us. They happen every day all over the world. Everybody knows about the terrorist  attacks in New York, Moscow and Volgodonsk, the air crashes and floods in Russia and other countries. Why do these tragedies happen? How can we cope with them or prevent them?
Tragedies happen because of terrorist activities, the  irresponsibility of specialists, human and computer errors, bad conditions of buildings, roads, transport, or natural phenomena.
We can prevent tragedies only if the government hires responsible professionals, specialists who don’t overlook human or computer errors, look after the buildings, roads and transport, keep nature under a strong control possible, and develop an ability to resist any terrorist activity. But if people don’t follow these rules, it may result in the demolishing of buildings and terrorist attacks leading to endless explosions, damage and killing.
II.  Terrorism: Q & A.
1)  Is terrorism just brutal, unthinking violence? No. Experts agree that there is almost always a  strategy behind terrorist actions. Whether it takes the form of bombing, shooting, hijacking, or assassination, terrorism is neither random, spontaneous, nor blind; it is a deliberate use of violence against civilians for political or religious ends.
2)  Is there a definition of terrorism? There are 4  key elements of terrorism:
· It is premeditated- planned in advance, rather than an impulsive act of rage;
· it is political- not criminal, like the violence that groups such as the mafia use to get money, but designed to change the existing political order;
· it is aimed at civilians- not at military targets or combat-ready troops;
· It is carried out by subnational groups- not by the army of a country.
III.  Writing: It is often said that serious crime could be reduced if judges gave stricter sentences. How far do you agree with this view? 
Read these two essays and decide which one has the better ideas, the better range of vocabulary.

1.  The number of serious crimes has increased in the past few years. Most of these crimes are committed for economic and social reasons. What can justice do to reduce them?
      Each country has its own laws which is why the same crime can be sentenced in different ways. 
      The first reason why should give stricter sentences is because more and more criminals are no 
      longer afraid of being punished. They know that prisons are overcrowded and that most of them 
      will be released early for good behaviour. Therefore justice should be more consistent and give 
      sentences which will immediately frighten criminals.
      The second reason is that in certain countries capital punishment has been abolished. This special 
      sentence could be re-introduced for very difficult cases. For example, a terrorist responsible for the 
      deaths of innocent people should not be kept alive .
      On the other hand lots of crimes are committed because of poverty and unemployment.
      Delinquency cannot be cured by stricter sentences. Some people need to be directly helped in their 
      lives at school, work, and in the family.
      To sum up, for shocking crimes capital punishment should be used but carefully. Anyway, justice 
      should be more competent and precise in order to take care against  mistakes. 

2.  I do not think that stricter sentences would by themselves reduce serious crime. But I want harder and longer punishment because it shows that someone has done something wrong and will maybe keep people from doing the same  thing.
      What we have to do is ask ourselves what our  morality is. We could do a lot so that our children 
     do not grow up in a world without rules, order and morality. This is difficult but very important.
     We can do a lot for criminals both during and after their time in prison. We have to educate them 
     about what is right and wrong and make them understand. I know that this is sometimes done but 
     we have to look after them even after they have left prison. Give them a job and somewhere to live. 
     More things for them would cost more  but they could be paid for by reducing the comfort in 
     prison. It is not  necessary  for them to have videos or colour TV etc.
     I can sum up by saying that I want stricter sentences together with more work to make them more 
     functional in today’s society.




