Гиперссылка “Our   Pets”
The Perfect pet

 (Successful Writing, intermediate, Virginia Evans p.114)
We often hear people say that a dog is “man’s best friend”, which in my opinion is true. Many animals make good pets, but my ideal pet is  a dog.

To start with, dogs make perfect pets because they are good companions. A dog keeps you company and understands your moods. For example, if you are sad, a dog comforts you and cheers you up. If you are happy, then a dog will respond with playfulness.

In addition, dogs make the most loyal pets because they feel great affection for their owners and like to please them. If you train your dog, it will become very obedient because it will learn to behave in the way you want to

What is more, dogs can be very useful. For instance, they are often used to guard properly, or to guide blind people. Even dogs who are just pets have been known to alert people to danger or fetch help in an emergency. For this reason, a dog is a valuable addition to the family.

If I had a dog, I would look after it by feeding it the right food at the right time and making sure it had plenty of exercise. I would train it to be obedient and take it to the vet for regular check-ups. Perhaps one of the most important things dogs need is affection, because , like humans, they need to feel loved. 

The advantages and disadvantages of owning a pet

 (Successful Writing, upper-intermediate, Virginia Evans p.69)
Many types of animals have gradually become domesticated and have been taken into our homes  as pets. Pets are enjoyed by young and old alike, but are they really worth having or are there too many drawbacks?

To begin with, pets can be great companions for those who live  alone, such as the elderly. What is more, having  a dog around the house can give you a greater sense of security. Moreover,  young children usually love animals and  giving them the opportunity to look after a pet teaches them to care for living things and to be responsible.

On the other hand, bringing a pet into your home is not a  decision to be taken lightly. There are some  expenses involved as  animals need food, special cages, equipment and occasional veterinary treatment which can be costly. They also need care and attention on a daily basis,  which can be time-consuming. What is more, a pet ties you down to a certain extent. You cannot just get up and go away for the weekend or for a holiday without first taking your pet’s needs into consideration. This is not always easy and can be expensive if you have to pay for professional care.

To sum up, buying a pet should be a carefully planned decision. If you are fully aware of your pet’s needs and all the responsibilities involved in owning one, then having a pet can be a very rewarding experience.
An Ideal Pet

To begin with, goldfish make ideal pets because they  are easy to look after. For example, you only need to feed them a pinch of food once a day. Also, they don’t make the house untidy, because , unlike dogs and cats, they don’t make a mess. In addition, goldfish are not expensive to look after, since their food costs very little and they do not have to be taken to the vet. Finally, goldfish make ideal pets because they can help you relax. For instance, research has shown that watching fish can actually reduce stress
                                    Which make better pets – dogs or cats?
 

   

Cats
Cats

	Advantages:


	Disadvantages:



	· When toilet is dirty they can go out and do their business by themselves

· They purr. It is relax you after working day

· You will never have bugs or rodents in your house as they handle that issue for you

· They quickly learn what they are allowed to do and not do

· Cats are pretty independent, which means you don't have to spend as much time and care for them as you would a dog. Cats are easy keepers and can be left on their own for a day or two (provided they have food and water) if need be, although this is not the ideal.

· They are usually litter trained before you get them, as such they are considered "clean" pets.

· In most places cats can be acquired for free.

· If you want to be left alone, a cat will usually understand. 

· They are small, so can be transported in a carrier easily


	· They have hair so if you don't clean up your house it will be too dirty and you also may have an allergy.

· Some cats are not very affectionate or spend all their time outdoors only coming back for food.

· You have to be able to afford yearly vet visits and vaccinations.

· You have to be able to afford treatment because they can get sick or need an operation.

· They like to wake up their owners early (5-6 am) and won't shut up until you feed them or lock them in a room.

· Cat food is more expensive than dog food.

· Cats have claws and tend to use them. For people who are concerned about their furniture, it is a good idea to invest in cat furniture or scratching posts, or ask about a claw protector product. 

· A very small risk for pregnant women, is toxoplasmosis, a parasite cats can shed once in their lifetime if exposed to it through mice. Pregnant women can simply avoid cleaning the litter box or use gloves. 

· Kittens are mischievous, for people who do not want a pet that gets into everything, an adult cat would be better. 

· Cats like to be awake at night so may be noisy. 




Dogs
	Advantages:


	Disadvantages:



	· You will get a great companion for life. Meaning, you might never be alone again or will always have someone to be on your side

· What can be a better test to know how responsible you are? When you get a dog, you will be able to prove that you are responsible

· You can take them to dog shows and win money.

· Some dogs have other talents, like guarding, or herding.

· There are a variety of dog breeds, many different sizes, and behavioral types, to suit most situations or preferences.

· Can be trained. 

· May give health benefits to the owners because dogs require regular walks. 

· Are excellent companions for people who like that sort of thing. 

· For people who want to be more involved with their pet, dogs are ideal, for example, agility dogs. 

· A dog will curl up and go to sleep when you do. 

· A dog who knows how to play catch, can provide lots of entertainment.


	· The dog would need a lot of attention and if you won't be able to give it, it may have behavioral problems 

· They require commitment. (You can't just go off on holiday when you have a dog-you have to make arrangements for it.)

· They will mess up your house, sometimes pee everywhere, chew things, steal clothes and steal food.

· You cannot leave a dog home alone for long, eight hours is considered the maximum, unless you have a dog door so they can go outside to use the yard.

· Dogs must be house trained, this may take two to four weeks.
Some breeds of dogs require regular grooming, both daily brushing and haircuts every eight weeks.

· Initial cost is usually higher.

· Require obedience and socialization training.

· Spaying and neutering costs are usually higher than with cats, especially for the larger dog breeds.

· A bite, or attack, from a strong dog can seriously hurt, or kill, a child or adult. 

· Dogs bark and may be considered as annoying by neighbours.

· Dogs require fencing to keep them in the yard. Yes, you can chain them up, but this often creates aggression. 

· Certain breeds are prone to health problems. 




Is your home an exotic locale of Exotic Pets?

When thinking of getting a pet, you can think of dogs, cats, small rodents, fish or birds. However, there are some more unusual animals that can also make good pets. Exotic pets come in all shapes and sizes and they include:

· Snakes

· Lizards

· Spiders

· Large Cats

· Monkeys

· Sugar Gliders

Exotic animals may not be as easy to handle or as affectionate with their owners as a traditional pet would be, but they can still provide a lot of entertainment and joy with the proper care. But why keep exotic pets when they aren't as affectionate or as easy to handle as a dog or a cat?

Can Exotic Animals Make Good Pets?

Not all exotic animals make good pets. They can be difficult to handle, hard to look after and they need a lot of care. Animals that are particularly difficult are:

· Monkeys

· Big Cats

While young monkeys may be cute and they are highly intelligent, later on they can become extremely temperamental. They need a lot of space, plenty of things to do and they need other monkeys of the same species.
Big cats are the most dangerous animals to keep. Even the smallest of the big cats such as the lynx, bobcats and servals, are all fairly dangerous animals. They are wild and no amount of rearing can change that. They also need a lot of room outdoors to live in. They are definitely not recommended for anybody living in an apartment or any small dwelling. In order to keep big cats properly you would have to have, a lot of patience and the knowledge.
So if you are thinking of purchasing a pet monkey or a big cat, you really have to make sure you know what you are doing and you have the adequate amount of space.

There are some exotic animals that make quite good pets and there are always plenty of these exotic pets for sale. These include:

· Sugar Gliders

· Reptiles

· Amphibians

· Snakes

· Stick Insects

Sugar gliders make extremely good pets. They are only becoming well known for their excellent ability to adapt to captivity, and they are one of the more unusual exotic pets. They bond quite well with their human owner, they are highly intelligent and they always love to play. They are quite small in size and unlike other smaller animals; they live up to 10 years. It is advisable to keep more than one sugar glider as they are social.
Reptiles come in all shapes and sizes. You have the larger bearded dragons which some people prefer to keep as pets, though they can be quite dangerous and difficult to handle. Most people opt for smaller lizards such as leopard geckos that are quite docile and easy to tame. They are ideal for beginners and many experienced reptile keepers, enjoy them.
Snakes are also quite popular and with regular handling they can be tamed and enjoy moving around on you. They do require a lot of care so only people who are 100% committed should purchase one. Many snakes can also grow extremely long. So you need to ensure you have the right amount of space and that you will be confident of handling them when they grow to full size. Garter snakes are one of the most popular snakes as they are smaller. Many people keep pythons and boa constrictors.
Amphibians make ideal pets for some people, and they include animals such as frogs, newts and salamanders. They do require a lot of care so it is a big responsibility taking on one of these.
Stick Insects are quite common as they are simple to keep and extremely inexpensive. They eat branches and twigs so there are no food expenses and they do not need toys. They can be interesting to watch and they make ideal children's pets.

Keep exotic animals.

I shall incorporate some information from earlier questions, as I have been asked for information on how to keep various exotic animals, including raccoons, lions and ocelots. I know people who keep and breed exotic animals in suitable environments, so I can't back your assertion that nobody should keep exotic pets, although I agree that people shouldn't buy pets on a whim, especially if they don't have suitable accommodation, food etc. It is important to find out about the animal before obtaining it. London Zoo used to take in various exotic pets, but as zoos are now tending to keep groups of animals and fewer species, the idea of giving an unwanted pet to a local zoo may not be acceptable. Ultimately, the owner is responsible for the pet and should not keep a pet in unsuitable conditions. I have heard various horror stories about exotic pets attacking members of the family and visitors (not a good way to make friends) and of people keeping alligators, tigers and other large animals in small flats. This kind of treatment is cruel and cannot be condoned.
 It is important to understand that people have kept animals for thousands of years. Domesticated animals have been bred from wild animals and are kept for food, milk, fur and plumage as well as for pets. Some exotic animals are fairly easy to keep. Some popular pets, such as chinchillas and chipmunks, are still fairly exotic animals, while rodents are now becoming quite popular as pets. As long as the people know how to look after the animals and can keep them well, I don't think I have too much of a problem with these animals being kept as pets (my mother keeps chipmunks).
Some people can keep wild animals to help replenish wild populations. Some zoos provide spiders and other invertebrates to appropriate private individuals, as spiders may produce many young, which could eat their siblings if kept together. If people keep individual spiders in separate containers, more spiders can survive to adulthood, increasing the number of individuals of some endangered species. 
Some exotic animals, such as raccoons and wild cats can do a lot of damage to property, including electric cables. They can be aggressive, especially if they feel that their young are under threat. Some animals need a lot of care and attention, as well as supervision. The owner also needs to find a veterinarian who will treat exotic animals. This may be difficult and could be prohibitive. I think a lot of people don't know how expensive some pets can be, as regards housing, food and veterinary fees. For example, a lizard may not cost much, but the heating equipment and enclosure can cost a lot of money and many people may feel squeamish about killing animals for food. Before obtaining a pet, you must ensure that you can supply it with the correct living conditions (is the enclosure big enough for the animal and will it be big enough when the animal grows larger?), lighting conditions (have you got the correct lighting, so that the animal is active when you are?), heat and social requirements (does it live alone or in a group?). Providing good conditions for a reptile can be very expensive – often several times the cost of buying the reptile. Can you afford to buy the correct facilities for your pet? Can you spare the time to clean the enclosures, when they need cleaning, and providing fresh material? Is the enclosure secure? Can your pet escape and hide, perhaps dying in your home? Can another animal, such as a cat, get into the enclosure to kill the pet? Birds may injure themselves on the glass or metal of an enclosure. Several zoos put silhouettes of birds of prey on the glass, so that birds avoid the glass and do not fly into it. 
A pet can take up a lot of time and money. Many children have a great desire to keep various animals as pets, but, once they obtain the pets, the children quickly lose interest and the parents end up doing all the work (e.g. cleaning), while the children occasionally feed the pets.   
Wild animals may not be used to being around people and may carry diseases, such as tularaemia or rabies. Budgerigars and other parrots may spread psittacosis and other diseases to their owners. Reptiles transmit salmonella, because they have bacteria all over their skins. Pet keepers must ensure that a local vet can provide medical care at an affordable price. Many zoos do not have the time, or inclination, to provide free medical care. 
Some animals can catch diseases from people. For example, monkeys may catch measles and die. Animals may also suffer from stress after being handled or being prodded. Taking a wild animal from the wild is cruel and irresponsible. An adult animal may be difficult, or impossible, to tame, while a young animal may not have become independent of its parents. For example, a young rabbit needs a special kind of milk, which is supplied by its mother, and may die if it is fed on whole cows' milk, while shrews need to feed every few hours and may die if they go without food for a few hours.  
Exotic animals can be susceptible to various diseases, some of which may be passed on to people. Therefore, it is important to know if the animal can be vaccinated and whether it is suffering from a contagious disease before purchasing it. If there is an epidemic of animal disease, there may be a request for the animal to be destroyed. This is happening at the moment due to people being worried about the threat of bird flu. 
Exotic animals may carry parasites and may need to be operated on to remove the parasites. Once again, this can be expensive. Children may pick up the parasite or its eggs and can become ill because of this. The exotic pets may escape and can become pests. There are several cases of exotic pets escaping into the wild. Many of the stories of big cats in Britain are said to relate to pets being released when a change in the law stated that people required licences to keep dangerous animals. Escaped exotic animals can destroy the local wildlife or damage the environment. They may also spread disease to people and domestic animals.
Another thing to be taken into consideration is the social behaviour of the exotic animal. It is cruel to keep a social animal by itself. It should be kept with other members of its species, otherwise it may consider its owner to belong to the same species as itself and may not react appropriately if it met a potential mate. Similarly, some species spend most of their life by themselves and only interact with other members of the species at mating time or when confronting another animal, perhaps at the boundary of two territories. Great care must be taken when introducing potential mates, as they can become aggressive. This has happened, for example, with giant pandas at zoos, where many zoos have had little, or no, success in breeding these endangered animals. Keeping animals in inadequate social environments can lead to many behavioural problems, such as stress - which may include animals pulling their hair or feathers out or chewing off their tails. Many solitary species have breeding seasons, when their behaviour can change quite radically. A male deer can become very dangerous during the rut, even though he may be fairly docile during the rest of the year. Can you provide access to a mate for your pet? If not, the pet may try to mate with you or your friends, which can be embarrassing. Can you provide suitable homes for the young, or are there suitable places where they can be released, without affecting the local wildlife or being particularly vulnerable to predation? 
I agree that most people probably shouldn't keep exotic animals as pets and they definitely shouldn't obtain a pet before knowing about how they are going to keep it and how must they will need to spend on equipment, food etc. They also need to know about how much time they will need to look after the animal and whether they have appropriate people who can look after the animal if it is ill. I don't think many people consider all the elements required to keep a pet in good condition.
Potential Problems With Keeping Wild Animals as Pets
· Stress for the Animal: the stress of capture and transport and improper care in captivity can cause illness or death. Even for captive bred animals, being kept in confined spaces and the inability to exhibit natural behavior can be very stressful. 

· Illegal Smuggling of Animals: there is a healthy black market for wild animals and related products which appears to be a growing problem. The black market in wildlife fuelled by mush more than the pet industry, but the demand for increasingly rare exotic pets does contribute to the problem. Authorities estimate that the black market in wildlife is valued in the billions of dollars, second only to illegal drug trafficking. Especially in the case where animals are caught and transported illegally it is estimated that many animals die for each one that eventually becomes someone's pet. 
· Declining Populations: capture of animals for the pet trade can contribute to declining wild populations of some species. 

· Exotic Diseases: wild animals can carry diseases transmissible to humans (e.g. the mild Monkeypox outbreak in the U.S. in 2003,)

· Invasive Species: the importation and movement of non-native species for the pet trade has led to several cases of pet species becoming invasive species and disrupting local ecosystems when the pets escape or are released. Examples include red eared sliders in many locations, and iguanas and burmese pythons in Florida. 

                     Cats


They are  independent, indifferent, amusing and curious


You don’t have to walk a cat twice a day


Cats  can understand how different people will react.


Cats are not expensive to keep and they do not need a lot of looking after.


They are not very noisy, do not bark, do not need space.


Cats are quite clean animals


They are good companions for old people or children.


Cats reduce you blood pressure 


Cats help relax and cope with the stress and tension of everyday life





 





                    Dogs


They are affectionate, loyal and obedient, protective, dependent; some are too spoilt; often bark or foul pavements; may be violent and  dangerous 


Some people regard dogs as friendly. Others think they are a nuisance.


Although it was badly treated, a  dog was faithful to its master.


Dogs are usually very fond of children they grow up with.


Dogs are good company and can teach your children how to be responsible.


Dogs can understand how different people will react.


They can be expensive to keep and need a lot of looking after.








You may find it useful to follow the plan below:


Introduction.  Most people have a strong preference either for dogs or for cats, and do not usually keep the other as pets. Those who like dogs.... while those who prefer cats....


Good and bad points of dogs.  Dog lovers praise dogs in the first place because...... Apart from that, they...... However, keeping a dog has some disadvantages......


Good and bad points of cats.     The features that make people fond of dogs are often opposite of those that appeal to cat lovers. The attraction of cats lies in their..... On the other hand, they.......


Personal opinion.        Both dogs and cats have their good and bad points. Personally, however, I prefer...... because........
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