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The bright pages of my summer diary are devoted to the Czech Republic. Many travelers say, ’It is Europe, you dreamt of seeing, while going to Europe’. It is really like Disneyworld with breathtaking attractions, whimsical buildings, quiet squares and startling entertainments. Now remove obtrusive service and cut down the prices twice. Sounds ridiculous, doesn’t it? But it is the Czech Republic!
We visited a lot of places and I’d like to tell you about some of them! 

[image: ]
















 Saturday, June 29th 
Let’s start with Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic. They say, ‘Prague is as nice as a picture postcard’. The centre of the city was declared the World Property of Mankind by the UNESCO in 1992. To limit uncontrolled construction and preserve the picture beauty of Prague for the future generations, the City Council proclaimed the historical centre a Prague reserve. 
Old Town Square is a historic square where you can enjoy the gothic Tyn Church. 
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In Old Town Square there is a medieval Astronomical Clock. It is still working. The Clock is famous for four figures which are set in motion at the hour. The first one is Vanity, admiring himself in a mirror. The second one is, Miser holding a bag of gold, representing greed. Across the clock stands Death, a skeleton that strikes the time upon the hour. Finally, the Turk tells pleasure and entertainment.
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One of the symbols of Prague is the Charles Bridge. It is a historic bridge across the Vltava River. Its construction was started in the 14th century by King Charles IV and finished in the 15th century. The bridge is decorated by the alley of statues.
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One of them is the statue of John of Nepomuk. In the 14th century he was thrown into the river Vltava from the Charles Bridge by the people of Wenceslaus, the King of Romans as he refused to divulge the secrets of confessional. John of Nepomuk is considered the first martyr of the Seal of Confessional. They say, ‘If touch his statue and think of a dream, your dream will come true’.  
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Walking along the Charles Bridge, you will hear the sounds of a music box and see an old gentleman in a folk costume. He is smiling and greeting you. If you pay him some money, he will allow you to turn the handle of his music box. You feel as happy as a child.
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Next to the Charles Bridge there is a statue of Knight Bruncvik. The Russian poet Marina Tsvetaeva, living in Prague in 1924 called him ‘My Black Knight’. In her poem “The Poem of the End” she wrote:  
Lovers for the most part,
[image: C:\Users\TOSHIBA\Desktop\Czech Republic\IMG_6033.JPG]Are without hope:
Passion also is just a bridge,
A means of connection.
(from the Elaine Feinstein translation)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Poem_of_the_End

 Sunday, June 30th 
The Charles Bridge leads us to the Prague Castle. It is the largest ancient castle in the world where the Bohemian Kings, Holy Roman Emperors and Presidents of the Czech Republic have had their offices. The buildings represent every architectural style of the last millennium.
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The Prague Castle includes catholic St.Vitus Cathedral, the biggest and most important church of the country. It contains the tombs of many Kings and Emperors. St. Vitus Cathedral had a great influence on the development of Gothic Style for Europe, England in particular. Its interior with a magnificent rose window and intricate stained glass inside the Cathedral and flying buttresses with pinnacles supporting the choir outside it is tremendous.
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Monday, July 1st

If you are tired of architectural styles, you can enjoy nature in enchanting Wallenstein Gardens in the centre of Prague. Looking at the gold fish in the splendid pond and wondering along the winding paths will help you to relax and have a good time.
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	The peacocks in Wallenstein Gardens seem to understand why they are there. Every time a person wants to be taken a picture with them, they spread their tails and demonstrate their main beauty. Such smart birds!
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Tuesday, July 2nd 

The most exciting tour was that to Karlstein, a large Gothic castle founded in the 14th century by Charles IV. It served as a place of safekeeping the Imperial Regalia, crown jewels, holy relics and other royal treasures. Karlstein, located 30 km southwest of Prague is one of the most frequently visited castles in the Czech Republic.
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	Karlstein is located in the hills. It is not easy to get there but when you are at the destination the view of the surrounding area is really picturesque. Watching it we can’t but admire the lovely village below. The place looks like a porcelain cup!
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Medieval Krivoklat Castle is located in Krivoklat, a market town in Bohemia. It belongs to the oldest and most important castles of the Czech princes and kings. Krivoklat Castle  was founded in the 12th century. It was seriously damaged by fire several times. Then it became a feared prison and its importance sank. Gradually the castle was reconstructed and saved.
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The Castle library contains a lot of books. It is possible to read them if necessary. Krivoklat has a museum and a picture gallery of the Furstenberg, a famous castle prison with torture chambers and torture instruments and a collection of hunting trophies. All this turns Krivoklat into a national cultural monument.
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Krivoklat Castle is a wonderful place to shoot historical films.  We saw some cinema uquipment in one of the towers. How amazed we were to catch a glimpse of Kristina Orbakaite and Vadim Galygin in historical costumes in the process of cinema-making! The fact was that a Russian film ‘A Brave Tailor’ was being shot there at that time.
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Arbalest shooting was an unforgettable experience! An old man in a medieval costume taught me to shoot correctly. After a few attempts I managed to get the target. It’s great to feel like an arbalest shooter! 
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Wednesday, July 3rd 

The most pleasant thing in Prague is the chance to stroll along quiet cobbled streets not far from the centre of the city. You can enjoy the unique atmosphere of Prague, which is good both in sunny and rainy weather. Numerous street cafes invite you with various delicious things, sometimes looking like medieval dishes.    
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If you are hungry and thirsty, you are offered incomparable Czech beer and specialties of the Czech cuisine, like duck with sauerkraut, pork ribs and grilled pork, shtrudel and knedliky.
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Thursday, July 4th 

[image: C:\Users\TOSHIBA\Desktop\Chekhia\IMG_6386.JPG]Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad) trip was, perhaps, one of the brightest pages of my summer diary. It is a spa city situated on the river Tepla. King Charles IV founded this city in the 14th century. Karlovy Vary is world-famous for its hot springs. There are 12 main hot springs in it. The 13th hot spring is the popular Czech liqueur Karlovarska  Becherovka. (Czech humour). 



The city is also known for the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival which is held there every July. Lots of films are shown at this festival and the best are rewarded by the jury. The many-storied hotel was built by the former Soviet Union in the 1970s to settle numerous [image: D:\путешествия\Czeck Rep_Dresden\IMG_6415.JPG]cinema workers.








   Все фотографии взяты из личного фотоальбома.
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