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JUNE: IT’S TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE
This June wasn’t a usual or easy one for me. And exams were not the main reason of my worries. As a form teacher of school-leavers I had to part with the students of my class not for the summer but forever. I never expected that it would hurt so much despite all the problems and troubles I had to face during seven years we had spent together. The day of the Farewell Party came. The real holiday chaos was around: parents and guests, bright flowers and balloons, songs and dances, official speeches and naïve poems. And in the centre of all that chaos there were my students: young, beautiful and excited. They were smiling at the world. Looking into their shining eyes, I hoped that this world would treat them right and they would succeed in everything they would do. May their future be bright!
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JULY: IT’S TIME WHEN DREAMS COME TRUE

Since early childhood summer has always been a magic season for me. It’s magic because it’s time when my cherished dreams (usually connected with travelling) may come true. This summer I have had a chance to visit Italy.

My breathtaking travelling started in The Eternal City of Rome and was blessed with unbelievable thunderstorm and rainfall. Despite the fact it was raining cats and dogs, I couldn’t but feel extreme happiness because I was able to touch the past. It was somehow beyond my understanding that some of the monuments and buildings were much more than a thousand years old. I saw the Coliseum, the Forum, the House of The Holy Inquisition, the balcony where Mussolini used to make his speeches. I walked around Piazza Navona and enjoyed the views of Via Veneto where Federico Fellini had shot his “Dolce Vita”.

Vatican impressed me with its magnificence. I adored St. Paul’s Cathedral and great Basilicas. I had a strange feeling when I entered the Sistine Chapel: words just failed me.
Then there was a whirlwind of emotions and endless pleasure caused by my visits to Florence, Pisa, Naples, Siena and Venice. No photo or video can convey the unique atmosphere of these wonderful cities. Italy is the country I would like to return to. 
A few words about the Italian cuisine: it’s really tasty. But I had no idea that pasta is believed to be the first course at dinner and supper. I have to admit that during my whole stay in Italy they never gave us the same sauce to pasta twice, but I’m afraid, pasta won’t be among my favourite dishes for at least a couple of years.
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AUGUST: IT’S TIME TO GET BACK TO WORK
They say: “It’s never too late to learn”; and that was the motto of my first two weeks in August. I was lucky to attend special IT-courses for teachers. I believe myself to be open to everything new, and those courses justified my expectations to the fullest extent. I discovered new Internet resources and technologies, which are useful for teaching, and our tutor managed to make us look at the familiar things from a new and unexpected angle. The courses were a kind of challenge because I had to take an exam. Though I had millions of butterflies in my stomach, I passed it successfully and felt quite proud. I am sure a teacher has to be always ready to broaden his or her horizons not to lag behind his students. New educational standards demand much from a teacher, but at the same time they are a great boost for us to develop our skills and not to fall into stagnation. 
Wonderful holidays, positive results of the IT-courses and thoughts about my students have inspired me to my coming work. The next summer will come and bring new impressions and emotions. I am looking forward to it!
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