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Мy school year finished and my summer holidays started. It is almost three months till the classes should begin again so I could relax, sleep longer and walk around the city. I could not wait what came next. This year I was away on holiday. I spent them in the most interesting place in the world.
So there I was in Juzhno-Sakhalinsk. It is a nice city with broad streets, beautiful parks and museums. I met as well a lot of interesting people. I even made friends. We all had good time together: eating delicious food, walking, taking photos and talking. I saw the sights. Most of all I liked the main local history museum originally built during the Japanese period. There you can know more about the natural and cultural history of the island.
The most memorable experience I had a week in the forest. I woke up early in the morning and together with my dad we drove to the Pilenga River all day. It is a forest river with clear water and stony bottom. On the riverside we found a deserted forest warden’s hut. There we lived for a week.
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It was a great chance to lead the life without modern conveniences. We went picking up mushrooms, fishing, built a fire and cooked a meal ourselves. Fried fish was delicious. Every night we received guests. Three foxes and a raccoon helped us to finish eating the food debris. Once this street gang stole a packet of biscuits. And I started treating them with their favourite food.

One morning we woke up and heard strange noise. It was like snarl I was so scared that my body shook. What was that? We looked through a window. We can’t believe our eyes. There were three real bears on the other riverside. One bear was tearing a tree with its teeth and claws, the second bear was rubbing its back and head against the tree standing on tiptoe and the third bear was swimming. I was highly impressed with bears’ strength and might. I saw them for the first time in my life. Unfortunately we had to pack up our things and leave the place as it was very dangerous to stay there. But we were lucky and took a photo of the bears!
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The time I spent in Juzhno-Sakhalinsk was very active: fishing from the boat, admiring amazing views, sightseeing, real bears.  I learnt so much, gained new experience, met great people, and found out more about myself. It was the best time I had in my life.  For sure I will never forget it! 
Фотографии из семейного архива Никитиных использованы с разрешения родителей несовершеннолетнего участника конкурса.
