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“Where are your glasses, Tagir?” I asked my brother. He smiled me back: "It isn’t funny, Dinara. You're always going to remind me of that case in the New Athos cave?” “Yes, don’t doubt”, I replied, “I’ll remember last summer forever. And you, brother, will even keep part of it at yourself. Do you agree?”
This conversation with my little brother took place in the first days of autumn. Summer memories and emotions haven’t managed to leave us yet. So we are glad to come back to them. I am Fayzullina Dinara. I study in 9th form. My little brother’s name is Tagir. This year he went to the fourth form of our school. We live in Sterlitamak, "golden city of Russia", as we like to name it. Our homeland is sunny Bashkortostan. We love this land and we value it very much.
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Our mother was born in Bashkiria too. She works as a history teacher in the high school and the students adore her. As I and my brother do! Mum and Tagir are my family. And this summer we went to an unforgettable family trip. “Where did you go?” you’ll ask. Of course, to the sea! To beautiful Abkhazia, the country of the sun, mountains and blossoming greenery!

-Tagir, do you remember how our trip started?
-Sure! When our train Ufa-Adler stopped, we have been already waited for by a friendly Abkhazian Baruk and his wife Gayane. They helped us to get to their house, where we decided to stay.

-That's right. What did you like in their house most of all?
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-A garden! Oranges can be eaten straight from the trees! There were a lot of different fruits, which I hadn’t known before: cherry, plum, feijoa, fig, cherry laurel.

[image: image11.jpg]ORANGES




-And do you remember the sea? 
-Yes! I did swim in the sea for the first time! The water was so clear and warm! I didn’t even want to leave!
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-And you didn’t leave it! Mum and I pulled you out of there! So as you were able to eat a bit and get sunburnt, our little dolphin!
-Do you remember the trip to waterfalls and lakes of Abkhazia? It was unbelievable! In one day we visited Lake Ritsa, the Blue Lake, waterfalls Men's and Maiden’s tears, Milk waterfall and canyon "Stone bag"! They are real natural wonders!

-And then we went to the town of New Athos! There was an exotic park with a lake and swans swam there.

[image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.jpg]



[image: image15.jpg]


-Dinara, have you enjoyed a huge artificial waterfall of New Athos?

-Certainly! This is the most incredible structure I have ever seen! Huge water streams came down from the sky! It was made by local Orthodox monks. They have been looking after it for several centuries! 
-And mum liked the Anacopia fortress most of all. The guide said that it had been built by the Greeks in the IX century. It is located on the top of  lverian mountain. This fortress can be seen from the sea, as if it invites all tourists to visit it.

-Yeah, Tagir. The Anacopia  fortress is the greatest monument of culture of those times. But do you know what impressed me most of all about our trip?

-What was it?

-It’s New Athos Cave! It’s a unique natural object, which has been created for thousands years! There were so many interesting things: the underground Blue Lake and lots of different rooms. There are eleven rooms in the cave. We visited seven of them. Symphony concerts are hold in one of the rooms every week because it has perfect acoustics!
-Yes, I remember! The guide told us that! And I learned what stalactites and stalagmites are. These calcium formations are the result of water solutions and drops from the walls of the cave. I just called them “icicles”! “Icicles from above” and “icicles from the bottom!”
-Ha-ha. What clever you are! But you are concealing something. Am I true, Tagir? Tell me about the event in the cave. Come on, don’t be shy!
-Dinara! Well, you are again about it! It was just a coincidence! I wanted to look at some of stalagmites more attentively and leaned a bit closer. There was nobody, who could obstruct my view. The stalagmites were so unusual and consisted of the "droplets". Suddenly a man pushed me forward and my glasses slipped down from my nose to the mud. They flew into the mud! I was very scared! Do you know why? Not for the fact that they got dirty and I couldn’t see well! No! Because this mud was two million years old! Can you imagine? Two million years! 
So in a second I got close to them and picked them up unnoticeably for surrounding people. I was so happy that nobody saw me!
-Good for you, Tagir! You’ve bathed your glasses in two million year-old mud! It’s unprecedented! So, it's time to put them into the museum, as a particularly valuable exhibit!

-Yes, I agree. But I'm glad that it happened. This incident and this summer were the best part of my life! And don’t you know..?
-Know what, bro?

-I’m sure to go there again! To Abkhazia!

-We’ll go! I, you and our mum! And our summer is not over. Amazing adventures and unexplored places still wait for us! They have just begun!
Фотографии взяты из личного архива семьи Файзуллиных и размещены с разрешения родителей несовершеннолетней.


