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     When summer comes I always think that it seems endless. But by the end of August I suddenly understand that it is over, and not all my plans are fulfilled.
     Without any doubt my plans were realistic. I was eager to go to St.Petersburg, visit Lake Linevo and have wonderful rest at home. 
     But June came and my parents let me sit at home, look after my younger brother and our house. My duties were to water our vegetable garden, weed beds there and feed our dogs and cats.   
     Of course this work `s useful but too boring to do it every day.                                                                            
     Fortunately in July Mum and Dad decided to go to the tourist camp « Linevo Bank » where at last I could rest!  We swam in the lake, sunbathed, played volleyball, made shashliks.  My Dad and I woke up early in the morning and went fishing . We went there at 5 a.m.  First it was too early for me, but then I liked to get up before the sunrise . The lake was covered with magic mist and I felt myself like in a fairy tale.
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    But the most exciting thing for me was the travelling to l St.Petersburg. I went there with my classmates .   [image: image2.jpg]



    The woman who met us at the railway station and whose name was Nataly turned out to be anything but ordinary. She knew everything  about that beautiful city, its culture  and traditions .                            

    She told us about our tours around the city, placed us into the hotel «Oktyabrskaya» and went away.
    We spent the night waiting for our meeting with the city in the morning. 
    When our guide Nataly came in the morning she began to tell the history of St.Petersburg . 

    I tried to remember everything carefully .

 «A century – and that city young,                                                                                                                                                          Get of the Nothern world,amazing,
From gloomy wood and swamp upsprung,
Had risen , in pride and splendor blazing .»
                                                    (A.Pushkin “ The Bronze Horseman“)

    The 16th of May 1703 is the city`s birthday. In 1703 the Kronstadt Fortress was built on island kotlin. Thousands of peasants and workingmen were driren here from all over Russia.In forest they deared passages ror the future avenues, drained swamps and dug deep ditches and future celebrated canals. 
    «I love you, Peter`s great creation,
    The solemn grace of your design,
    The Neva with its flow majestic,
    The granite of its stern confines. »
                                                              (A.Pushcin.)
[image: image3.jpg]



   The first ships were built , tar was boiled and metal was cast in the dockyard of the Admiralty Wharf. Lots of names of avenues and streets came down from the 18th century , such as Smolny Prospect Liteiny Prospect, Kanatnaya street and others.
      The  golden ship crowning the Admiralty Spire has become the city`s symbol. 
   The construction of the Mikhailovsky Castle was started in 1797.It was of a palase type.
   St.Petersburg    is considered to be the city of the classical style. It was constructed by architects Andrey Voronikhin, Cameron Thomas de Thomsn, Carlo Rossi , Vasily Stasov and many others. Such buildings are the real pearls of this great city.
   We saw the building of the classical style in St.Petersburg  . 
- The Kazan Cathedral -The Spit of Vasilievsky Island
-The Admiralty 
-The Aleksandrinsky theatre
-The Generall Staff Arch in the Palace Square
-The Triumphal Arch
-The Mikhailovsky Palace 
-The Synod and Senat buildings
-The St.Isaac`s Cathedral
-The Alexander Column
-The New Hermitage
  Our first visit was to Peter and Paul Fortress. Six bastions of the fortress are connected by straight walls Nine to twelve meters high, and 16 to 20 meters wide, they consist of two parallel walls.
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      In 1924 the fortress was turned into a museum.                                       

    Russian tsars from Peter I to Alexander III were burned in the Cathedral of St Peter and Paul.
   Our next visit was to St. Isaac Cathedral. Its architect was A. Montferrand. It is a remarkable monument of Russian architecture. The building of it was started in 1710 and completed in 1842.
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    We visited the Kunstkammer which was at various times between 1728 and 1903 a museum, a public library, an observatory and various institutions of Russian Academy of Science. In 1947 after restoration it was mounted in the Kunstkammer.                                                                                                                                          

   The third day of our visiting St. Petersburg was devoted to the Hermitage. Its architect was B. Rastrelli. It is the largest museum in our country, famous throughout the world. Only Louvre and the British museum are larger. The treasures of the Hermitage are pictures, sculptors, different things which tell us of the culture and art from the primitive tribes to modern times not only from Russia, but also from Egypt, India, China, Assyria and others. I was impressed by five buildings which are interconnected by passage in the form of arches, covered bridges and a hanging garden.
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    The collections of the Hermitage contain two million seven hundred thousand exhibits.

         We also visited the Russian Museum, Gardens and Parks. We enjoyed our Russian Northern Venice and didn’t want to go away here. Our next destination were Tsarskoye Selo (Pushkin) and Peterhof. 
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     We were rather tired of those beautiful places and couldn’t     imagine that we had seen those wonderful places.                                                                                                                                                               
    So August was going to finish. We returned home but I was eager to go somewhere else and to see the wonderful places, built by people during many centuries.                                                                                   
I think my future trip will be to England. I’d like to see the country, which language I have been studying for many years!!!
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